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Russia seeks to avenge treatment by west

Moran 2007

[Michael | Star-Ledger of Newark Russia Revs up its Opposition to U.S. Policies, p.online | 10/28/2007 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://www.cfr.org/publication/14666/russia_revs_up_its_opposition_to_us_policies.html !DJC]

In part, the statement speaks to a widely held belief among citizens of the Russian Federation that the millions of ethnic Russians living outside the state’s current borders in former Soviet republics like Ukraine, Georgia and the Baltic states, have been marooned and cut off from the mother culture. Yet it also reflects something deeper and more troublesome for the United States: A determination, particularly on the part of men like Putin, a former KGB agent, to avenge what they view as the shabby treatment of Russia by the West when Moscow was down at the heels in the 1990s.

Russia asserting power

Moran 2007

[Michael | Star-Ledger of Newark Russia Revs up its Opposition to U.S. Policies, p.online | 10/28/2007 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://www.cfr.org/publication/14666/russia_revs_up_its_opposition_to_us_policies.html !DJC]

This is not just rhetoric. Repeatedly in the past two years, Putin has moved to reassert the power of the state in domestic affairs, and the power of Moscow in the wider world. Domestically, Putin sharply curtailed civil liberties, jailed opposition figures, jammed through electoral laws that make opposition parties unlikely to win seats in parliament, shut down the independent media that blossomed briefly in the 1990s. A number of journalists and dissident figures were killed whose common denominator were a Russian passport and open criticism of the Kremlin.

Russia bases in Cuba a real possibility

Pravda 2008

[ | Pravda Russia may eventually retrieve its military presence in Cuba and Vietnam, p.online | 08/05/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://english.pravda.ru/russia/politics/05-08-2008/105998-russia_cuba-0 !DJC]

Russian army bases in Cuba may still become a reality. Colonel-General Leonid Ivashov, the president of the Academy of Geopolitical Sciences, stated Monday that the retrieval of the Russian military presence in Cuba may become a real response to the ongoing increase of the US military and political pressure on Russia.

Bases in Cuba a response to US policy

Pravda 2008

[ | Pravda Russia may eventually retrieve its military presence in Cuba and Vietnam, p.online | 08/05/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://english.pravda.ru/russia/politics/05-08-2008/105998-russia_cuba-0 !DJC]

“It is an open secret that the West has been establishing a buffer zone around Russia during the recent years, getting European, Baltic states, Ukraine and the Caucasus involved in the process. The expansion of the Russian military presence abroad, particularly in Cuba, could become a response to US-led activities,” RIA Novosti quoted Ivashov as saying. Nikolai Patrushev, the Secretary of the Russian Federation Security Council, made a work visit to Cuba on July 30-31 and held meetings with Cuban ministers for defense and internal affairs.

Cuba attractive to Russia

Pravda 2008

[ | Pravda Russia may eventually retrieve its military presence in Cuba and Vietnam, p.online | 08/05/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://english.pravda.ru/russia/politics/05-08-2008/105998-russia_cuba-0 !DJC]

“There are convenient bays for reconnaissance and battleships and a network of so-called forward staging posts in Cuba. We can resume the operation of the radar center in Lourdes upon the agreement of the Cuban administration. A shipment of new radar equipment will be necessary for it, though,” Ivashov said.

Currently no strategic need for bases

Pravda 2008

[ | Pravda Russia may eventually retrieve its military presence in Cuba and Vietnam, p.online | 08/05/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://english.pravda.ru/russia/politics/05-08-2008/105998-russia_cuba-0 !DJC]

Former commander of Russia’s Black Sea Navy, Eduard Baltin, also said that there are convenient bases in Cuba, where Russian ships could be based. “It is technically possible, although there is no strategic need in it today,” the admiral said.

Russia Strong due to Oil money

Stack & Daraghi 2008

[Megan K, Borzou | LA Times OVER A BARREL; A gusher of hostility; Empowered by soaring oil prices, Russia, Venezuela and Iran are challenging U.S. policies., p.online | 07/17/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ l/n !DJC]

"This is perhaps the largest shift of wealth and resources in the history of the world economy," said Andrei Illarionov, who was an economic advisor to former Russian President Vladimir Putin and is now a senior fellow at the Cato Institute. "This money happens to be a kind of windfall profit for these countries, compensating for failures in other areas." A nine-year run of growing oil revenue has restored Russia to a strength it hasn't experienced since the Soviet heyday. No longer a broken country fumbling for footing, Russia is now a major player on the world stage. Ten years ago, Russia was swamped with debt. Today, it sits on the world's third-largest monetary reserves, topped only by China and Japan.

Russia aggressive towards the West

Stack & Daraghi 2008

[Megan K, Borzou | LA Times OVER A BARREL; A gusher of hostility; Empowered by soaring oil prices, Russia, Venezuela and Iran are challenging U.S. policies., p.online | 07/17/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ l/n !DJC]

Meanwhile, Moscow has become increasingly aggressive toward Western-leaning former Soviet states, imposing a blockade on Georgia and engaging in a dispute with Ukraine over the pricing of natural gas. Putin has sparred with the United States over NATO expansion; U.S. plans to install missile defense radar and rockets in Poland and the Czech Republic; and recognition of Kosovo's independence. Russia has also boosted ties with Iran, building a nuclear power plant in the city of Bushehr and providing nuclear fuel -- even as Iran's nuclear program has emerged as a source of acrimony with the West. 

Medvedev aggressive like Putin

Stack & Daraghi 2008

[Megan K, Borzou | LA Times OVER A BARREL; A gusher of hostility; Empowered by soaring oil prices, Russia, Venezuela and Iran are challenging U.S. policies., p.online | 07/17/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ l/n !DJC]

Medvedev recently charged that incompetence and arrogance by Washington and U.S. businesses have provoked a global economic crisis. "It was the disconnect between the formal role played by the United States of America in the world economic system and its actual capabilities that was one of the main reasons for the current crisis," Medvedev told political and business leaders at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum. "Russia today is a global player," Medvedev said. "We must recognize its responsibility for shaping the destiny of the world."

Russia threatening military retaliation for Missile Shield

Edwards 2008

[Steven | The Ottawa Citizen Iran, Russia threaten retaliation against U.S.; Missile shield deal with Czech Republic, nuclear dispute prompt warnings, p.online | 07/09/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ l/n !DJC]

Separately, Russia threatened to retaliate militarily over an agreement the U.S. and the Czech Republic unveiled that will place a tracking radar station and U.S. troops inside the former Soviet bloc territory. Washington has long insisted that the project is meant to protect Europe against regimes such as Iran's, but Russia's foreign office issued a statement indicating Moscow is unconvinced. "If the U.S. strategic anti-missile shield is deployed near our borders, we will be forced to react, not in a diplomatic fashion, but with military resources," said the statement. 

Medvedev asserts Russia's larger role

Levy 2008

[Clifford J | NY Times U.S. Is in No Shape to Give Advice, Medvedev Says, p.online | 07/03/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ l/n !DJC]

Russia's new president, Dmitri A. Medvedev, less swaggering than his predecessor but as touchy about criticism from abroad, said in an interview that an America in "essentially a depression" was in no position to lecture other countries on how to conduct their affairs. With soaring oil revenues bolstering the Russian economy and Kremlin confidence, Mr. Medvedev brushed aside American criticism of his country's record on democracy and human rights. He also said that a revived Russia had a right to assume a larger role in a world economic system that he suggested should no longer be dominated by the United States.

Russia may return to Cuba

Diena 2008

[ | BBC Monitoring / translation Latvian paper mulls Russian plans in response to US missile defence, p.online | 08/08/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ proquest database !DJC]

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin this week announced that Russia may return to Cuba. Quite recently an anonymous source from Russia's military circles presented the mass media with the news that an airport might be built in Cuba - one that could handle Russia's strategic bombers, perhaps armed with nuclear weapons. This bit of news was discussed far and wide, and there was a fairly harsh reaction from the United States (Cuba is located 140 kilometres from Florida). The Russian Foreign Ministry officially announced that the possible arrival of the bombers in Cuba was a rumour. Putin was talking about a different kind of return. First he listened to what the head of a Russian delegation which visited Cuba had to say about that country. The head of the delegation, by the way, brought greetings from Fidel Castro - just like Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez had done in July.

Russia wants to reanimate relations

Diena 2008

[ | BBC Monitoring / translation Latvian paper mulls Russian plans in response to US missile defence, p.online | 08/08/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ proquest database !DJC]

It appears that Russia wants to create the impression that it is preparing to reanimate the strategic alliance with Cuba which existed during the period of the USSR. Economic contacts between the two countries never fell apart completely. Cuba needed spare parts for Zhiguli automobiles and other equipment that at one time was delivered by the Soviet Union. The then Russian prime minister, Mikhail Fradkov, visited Havana a few years ago, and upon his return he said that even the humble Cubans were complaining about the terribly poor quality of spare parts from Russia.

US says Russian-Cuba presence not possible

Diena 2008

[ | BBC Monitoring / translation Latvian paper mulls Russian plans in response to US missile defence, p.online | 08/08/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ proquest database !DJC]

The US reaction to this trial balloon about Russia's military presence in Cuba made clear that this presence is not possible. There is also no real point to an economic presence there, because Cuba's economy is in a fairly pitiful state because of the construction of Socialism. Cuba will not be able to offer any "asymmetrical response" to US plans for a missile defence system in Central Europe, but the announcement that Russia will return to Cuba is just a petty harassment of the United States, which has been in conflict with Cuba for 47 years now.

Russia looking to go back to Cuba

United Press International 2008

[ | UPI.com Russia considers military presence in Cuba, p.online | 08/04/2008 | Accessed 08-08-08 ~ http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/08/04/Russia_considers_military_presence_in_Cuba/UPI-93251217874314/ !DJC]

A Russian analyst says the country may re-establish a military presence in Cuba in response to a U.S. move to put anti-missile defenses in Eastern Europe.

