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Okay.  So, when we give aid to Africa the African governments a lot of the time will just pocket the money and use it to fuel their own corrupt regimes (think Saddam, North Korea, etc…).  It’s like giving a wino money.  You know they’re going to buy booze.  But, some of the countries have begun to shape up, so that’s cool.

There are two shells here, a short turn shell and a long terrorism shell.  I’d just stick the short turn shell on case somewhere, hopefully they’ll drop it and you can explode it in the second neg speech.

There are also some country specific cards in here that you may want to add in for cases that deal with just one country.  You would especially want to do that if you want to run this as a net benefit to a PEC.

As always, read through everything and if you have questions, ask me.

CORRUPTION TURN SHELL

Subpoint A) Aid to Africa only increases corruption

Williams 05 (Walter E. Williams, professor of economics at George Mason University. “What Africa Needs, Foreign Aid Cannot Deliver,” Deseret News, 7-13-05, findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4188/is_20050713/ai_n14716008)

One unappreciated tragedy that attests to the wasted talents of its peoples is that Africans tend to do well all around the world except in Africa. This is seen by the large number of prosperous, professional and skilled African families throughout Europe and the United States. Back home, these same people would be hamstrung by their corrupt governments. The worst thing that can be done is to give more foreign aid to African nations. Foreign aid goes from government to government. Foreign aid allows Africa's corrupt regimes to buy military equipment, pay off cronies and continue to oppress their people. It also provides resources for its leaders to set up "retirement" accounts in Swiss banks. What Africa needs, foreign aid cannot deliver, and that's elimination of dictators and socialist regimes, establishment of political and economic freedom, rule of law and respect for individual rights. Until that happens, despite billions of dollars of foreign aid, Africa will remain a basket case.
Subpoint B) turns the case; corruption undermines US efforts and makes wars more likely

Lowery-Derryck, 2000 Vivian Lowery-Derryck,  asst. administrator at USAID, “Remarks of Vivian Lowery-Derryck” FNS, 9/21/00, lexis

These high costs of corruption, which Africans can ill afford are even further magnified in conflict situations. In cases of cross-border conflict or failed states, already weak state institutions are overwhelmed and regulatory oversight is severely compromised. The rule of law often is significantly, if not completely, undermined. Opportunities for corruption at all levels abound and often go undetected and unpunished. In countries in turmoil, like Sierra Leone, Angola, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, large sums of money are amassed through arms sales, diamond smuggling, and drug trafficking. A demand for money laundering services thrives in such environments. Furthermore, violent conflict is more likely to erupt in countries plagued by endemic corruption as public dissatisfaction increases with the decline in the availability of services. The valuable investments of USAID programs in African countries, including our newly expanded initiatives to combat HIV/AIDS, are at risk if corruption--both as a development issue and a trigger for violent conflict--is not fully addressed.

CORRUPTION LONG SHELL

Subpoint A) Uniqueness: africa acting on corruption now – new leadership proves

Kristof, 2007  (Nicholas D staff writer, New York Times Upfront, “in Africa, something new in the air,” 2/5/07, p. 20, Vol. 139 No. 9, lexis)

One of the biggest challenges facing Africa today is the need for better governance, meaning both less corruption and better economic policies. The single biggest reason Africa is so poor is that it has had unusually bad leadership. We should help developing countries broadly, not just by writing checks but also by holding their feet to the fire on corruption and economic reform. The time is right because all across Africa, countries are increasing efforts to fight corruption and improve the investment climate. According to the World Bank, some African countries, particularly Tanzania, Ghana, Rwanda, and Nigeria, are among the world leaders in reforming their economies. And where African countries have sustained good governance, economies have boomed. Examples include Botswana, Mozambique, Rwanda, and Mauritius. Partly as a result, Africa enjoyed an overall economic growth rate fast year of 5 to 6 percent, twice that of the U.S. So yes, Africa is stiff afflicted by AIDS, misery, and tyranny. But leadership is improving, opportunities are appearing, and there's something new in the air: reform, and hope.
Subpoint B) Link: aid to Africa only increases corruption

Williams 05 (Walter E. Williams, professor of economics at George Mason University. “What Africa Needs, Foreign Aid Cannot Deliver,” Deseret News, 7-13-05, findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qn4188/is_20050713/ai_n14716008)

One unappreciated tragedy that attests to the wasted talents of its peoples is that Africans tend to do well all around the world except in Africa. This is seen by the large number of prosperous, professional and skilled African families throughout Europe and the United States. Back home, these same people would be hamstrung by their corrupt governments. The worst thing that can be done is to give more foreign aid to African nations. Foreign aid goes from government to government. Foreign aid allows Africa's corrupt regimes to buy military equipment, pay off cronies and continue to oppress their people. It also provides resources for its leaders to set up "retirement" accounts in Swiss banks. What Africa needs, foreign aid cannot deliver, and that's elimination of dictators and socialist regimes, establishment of political and economic freedom, rule of law and respect for individual rights. Until that happens, despite billions of dollars of foreign aid, Africa will remain a basket case.
Subpoint C) Internal Link: turns the case; corruption undermines public health efforts – and corruption makes wars more likely

Lowery-Derryck, 2000 Vivian Lowery-Derryck,  asst. administrator at USAID, “Remarks of Vivian Lowery-Derryck” FNS, 9/21/00, lexis

These high costs of corruption, which Africans can ill afford are even further magnified in conflict situations. In cases of cross-border conflict or failed states, already weak state institutions are overwhelmed and regulatory oversight is severely compromised. The rule of law often is significantly, if not completely, undermined. Opportunities for corruption at all levels abound and often go undetected and unpunished. In countries in turmoil, like Sierra Leone, Angola, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, large sums of money are amassed through arms sales, diamond smuggling, and drug trafficking. A demand for money laundering services thrives in such environments. Furthermore, violent conflict is more likely to erupt in countries plagued by endemic corruption as public dissatisfaction increases with the decline in the availability of services. The valuable investments of USAID programs in African countries, including our newly expanded initiatives to combat HIV/AIDS, are at risk if corruption--both as a development issue and a trigger for violent conflict--is not fully addressed.

Subpoint D) Impact: Corruption fuels terrorism

Sarup 05 (Kamala, Journalist and Story Writer, in-depth experience with Peace, Anti War, Women, Terrorism, Democracy,and Development, “corruption increases terrorism,” July 18, http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0507/S00246.htm). 

Corrupt leaders, and demand for bribes at every step of the development has become a major threat to a sound economic and social development that is increasing terrorism. If leaders fail to lead the moral crusade for justice and human dignity, if they fail to enunciate the essentially humane part of politics, the deprived, will chosen to forget the humaneness of politics, but will use it for violence and even become a terrorists. If politics does not become part of the solution, it will motivate hate. The principal obstacle to the country's growth is the corruption among leaders in general and among the politicians. Bribery, and corruption in all its forms, is now a major cause of poverty, backwardness and terrorism.
Corruption by political leaders at the decision making levels is because of their greed to earn more money and they don't look anymore at the benefit of the people. They should think about the poor roads, inadequate drinking water supply in villages, absence of proper buildings for schools in the rural areas, teacher's salaries who sometimes don't get paid, lack of hospitals, bridges, around the country. But what we see today is the inability of the government to control the spread of corruption. People have to build a mass movement in which all can join so that corruption in politics, politicians and public life can end. The blame for the corruption lies in the lack of transparency in the rules of governance, extremely cumbersome official procedures, excessive and unregulated discretionary power in the hands of politicians and bureaucrats and a lax judiciary. The organization Transparency International has recently called on the world leaders at the UN summit in Johannesburg on Sustainable Development, to combat corruption as a matter of urgency and growing corruption has damaged efforts to establish peaceful rule, and is a direct cause of financial and social disasters. Honest political leadership, an efficient tax collection mechanism, macro-economic policies would be a step in the right direction to eradicate corruption and terrorism. Qualified and clean political leadership is required to understand and implement such policies. Economic injustice provides a fertile ground for terrorism. The authorities have to take a stern step against the corrupt leaders. Bad governance and poverty, political instability, political violence, underpaid civil servants and unresponsive state institutions are inevitable consequences of corruption and terrorism. Thus, Anti-corruption efforts must be targeted for the long-term, and must be realistic and achievable. Anti-corruption campaign should focus on those responsible for the misuse of public funds. Because corruption is deep rooted where crime and corruption is rampant and the perpetrators are mostly brutal in their act, so most people get fed-up about the situation. The most fundamental thing is nation-building with all components of national society contributing to it in a selfless manner and, of course, with a view to promoting national harmony. People can't bear the brunt of the country's violent armed conflict and terrorism. The terrorists target against the infrastructure community projects, hydro plants, bridges, telephone stations, and office buildings. International funding agencies are not interested in investing in violent countries because there is financial instability, legal uncertainty or increasing terrorists crime. The leaders should know corruption prevents the efficient allocation of resources and is a disincentive to foreign investment. Eradicating corruption at all levels in the bureaucracy should become a priority. Leaders who succumb to bribes become alienated by the general population, lose their standing in the international community, and ultimately lose their political legitimacy. In every culture, political and economic systems need justification. This involves acceptance by the general people, which will happen only if people see the systems as efficiently serving their needs. The action by anti-corruption bodies has its own importance and should not be discouraged in an attempt to produce a good government. However, attention should be paid to other options of checking corruption. Financial loot by simple revenue officials to high officials and ministers made the country poor and individuals rich. Decentralization, open economy and competition, transparency in all areas of government practice is the most effective instrument to control corruption which helps to control terrorism. Corrupt governments fail to give peace and fail to give security. Terrorists activities are taking place due to the poverty and illiteracy. Proper and equal provision of rights of employment's and human rights will definitely reduce this curse. An effective way to deliver a just government system is by building one that possesses a mature checks and balance system, one that limits the effects of corruption and therefore helps to protect the civil rights of every citizen of the country.

Subpoint E) Impact:  Nuclear terrorism risks extinction.
Sid-Ahmed 04 [Mohamed, political analyst, August 26 – September 1, 2004, Al-Ahram

Weekly On-Line] weekly.ahram.org.eg /2004/705/op5.htm AC

We have reached a point in human history where the phenomenon of terrorism has to be completely uprooted, not through persecution and oppression, but by removing the reasons that make particular sections of the world population resort to terrorism. This means that fundamental changes must be brought to the world system itself. The phenomenon of terrorism is even more dangerous than is generally believed. We are in for surprises no less serious than 9/11 and with far more devastating consequences.

A nuclear attack by terrorists will be much more critical than Hiroshima and Nagazaki, even if -- and this is far from certain -- the weapons used are less harmful than those used then, Japan, at the time, with no knowledge of nuclear technology, had no choice but to capitulate. Today, the technology is a secret for nobody.

So far, except for the two bombs dropped on Japan, nuclear weapons have been used only to threaten. Now we are at a stage where they can be detonated. This completely changes the rules of the game. We have reached a point where anticipatory measures can determine the course of events. Allegations of a terrorist connection can be used to justify anticipatory measures, including the invasion of a sovereign state like Iraq. As it turned out, these allegations, as well as the allegation that Saddam was harbouring WMD, proved to be unfounded.
What would be the consequences of a nuclear attack by terrorists? Even if it fails, it would further exacerbate the negative features of the new and frightening world in which we are now living. Societies would close in on themselves, police measures would be stepped up at the expense of human rights, tensions between civilisations and religions would rise and ethnic conflicts would proliferate. It would also speed up the arms race and develop the awareness that a different type of world order is imperative if humankind is to survive.

But the still more critical scenario is if the attack succeeds. This could lead to a third world war, from which no one will emerge victorious. Unlike a conventional war which ends when one side triumphs over another, this war will be without winners and losers. When nuclear pollution infects the whole planet, we will all be losers.

UNIQUENESS:  GENERIC AFRICA

African countries are taking the initiative in cleaning up corruption

Kwaramba 2005 (Rudo, advocacy director of the charity World Vision, Economics: Africa isn't poor because of corruption: Debate,” The Guardian, Guardian City Pages, Pg. 25, July 18, 2005, lexis


But African nations must be more accountable for the aid they receive. One significant development has been the progress of the Africa Union in implementing a "peer review" process where countries subject themselves to external audit under the auspices of other African leaders. In Nigeria, the disclosure about corruption only came to the surface because of the government's determination to tackle the issue.

Ghana was among the first to subject itself to this process. Others are set to follow. While the process is voluntary it is the first African initiative of its kind - in the past most such audits have been imposed.

Countries that have tackled corruption should be rewarded but even in less favourable environments aid and debt cancellation initiatives can still be effective. Such resources should in part be channelled into building the very institutions to combat corruption. James Wolfensohn, the former president of the World Bank, recognised this and strengthening institutions and pursuing good governance now accounts for 20% of the bank's lending.

World Vision too pursues the strategy with programmes like that in Cambodia where it helps train police officers in coordination with the national government.

It is also running a demand governance pilot programme in Africa, where people are given the skills and resources to ascertain if their governments are spending what they have pledged on schools, roads or hospitals. A similar scheme is planned in Brazil.

UNIQUENESS:  GENERIC AFRICA

African countries have a serious commitment to stomp out corruption

Kimemia, 2007 –economist and coordinator of Afesis-Corplan's local government transformation unit -- 2007.  (Peter.  “Fighting corruption.”  Financial Mail.  3/30/07.  Lexis Nexis.)

Fighting corruption

The transition from an era of impunity to one of good governance has been disappointingly sluggish, but the continent is waking up to the cost of dirty money

For the first time, Africa has shown a serious commitment to confronting corruption. A fairly representative multinational forum was formed at the beginning of this month, bringing together some of the most powerful players on the continent.

The Africa Forum on Governance and Fighting Corruption - reportedly the first organisation of its kind in the world - has brought together the African Union, the Economic Commission for Africa, regional economic communities, the African Development Bank, and The New Partnership for Africa's Development secretariat. This forum, as well as other recent meetings around the globe, show the imperative for transparency and accountability, especially in the public sector. 

The latest initiative sends a clear signal to perpetrators of corruption that places of refuge in the continent are becoming increasingly scarce. It is no longer viable for political leaders to loot their state coffers and simply relocate to another African country to quietly savour their ill-gotten wealth.

Those who violate human rights and bash their political opponents to a pulp have not been spared either. Unlike the situation prior to the 1990s, the post-Cold War era has been more hostile to corruption and lavish excesses among politicians. The woes that befell late presidents Sani Abacha of Nigeria and his then Zairean counterpart Mobutu Seseseko, were initial warning shots that gave real and aspiring kleptocrats serious food for thought.

It is in the light of this common understanding that many countries in sub-Saharan Africa have formed anti-corruption agencies and have reformed their public procurement procedures.

There is still a lot of ground to cover, however. The transition from an era of impunity to one of good governance has, in some cases, been disappointingly sluggish. It is little surprise that the Johannesburg meeting of the Africa forum emphasised the importance of strengthening the integrity and independence of the judiciary and oversight bodies, including parliaments, inspectors general, public protectors and auditor generals.

The cost of corruption is indisputably high. Quoting a recent study, Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo lamented last year that "corruption costs African countries about 25% of their combined national income - about $148bn a year".

The worst-hit industries are oil, gas and minerals. In spite of the holier-than-thou attitude adopted by the West, it is now known that a huge proportion of the dirty money ends up in bank accounts housed in Western capitals, where attempts to recover it have been actively frustrated.

Speaking at a Transparency International conference last year, Hilary Benn, UK secretary of state for international development, conceded that bad governance can be caused or made worse by the actions of rich countries and companies. The "supply-side" of corruption is created by those who provide bribes or offer opportunities to hide stolen assets.

A concerted fight against corruption must go beyond forming a continental forum. It must be followed up with targeted interventions against both the supply and demand sides of corruption networks. By fighting corruption and promoting good governance, the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty may become obsolete.
Corruption inhibits growth and development by increasing the cost of doing business. It undermines democratic governance and minimises the life chances of citizens. Shamefully, it redistributes from the poor to the rich.
UNIQUENESS:  TANZANIA

Tanzania is stomping out corruption with legislation

Salaam 2007 (Dar Es.  “Tanzania to tighten grip on corruption suspects.”  Xinhua News Agency.  1/20/07.  Lexis Nexis.)

A new anti-corruption bill, to be passed into law soon, is expected to enable Tanzania's Prevention of Corruption Bureau (PCB) to temporarily freeze assets of individuals or organizations suspected of wrong-doing. 

The bill that got the cabinet approval on Friday, requires that the assets in question could be frozen without a court order, local media reported Saturday.

The bill is expected to be tabled to the next parliamentary session scheduled for February this year.

Other new measures in the country's anti-corruption campaign included the formation of an anti-corruption board that would comprise the police, the national intelligence service and representatives from the private sector.

The board will work in close collaboration with the PCB.

The bill also spelt out for the first time regulations for international agencies, companies, and non-governmental organizations operating in the country.

The bill has incorporated in the proposed prevention and combating corruption act the United Nations Convention Against Corruption, the African Union Convention on Prevention and Combating Corruption, the Southern African Development Community Protocol Against Corruption and Tanzania's public procurement act. 

Tanzania corruption is declining

The East African, 2006 (“Tanzania; US Gives Country $11 Million Anti-Corruption Grant,” lexis,)

Tanzania is to receive more than $11 million from the US for a multifaceted anti-corruption programme.

The grant is part of a US aid initiative intended to reward and encourage economic, social and governance reforms in developing countries.

The two-year, $11.1 million package is being awarded to Tanzania in response to the country's own proposals for fighting corruption.

The funding is being supplied as part of a "threshold programme" generally designed to assist countries that are on the brink of qualifying for full-scale development assistance from the US Millennium Challenge Account.

This performance-based method of aiding poor nations has so far resulted in five countries - Madagascar, Honduras, Cape Verde, Nicaragua and Georgia - receiving a total of more than $1 billion in multi-year US development aid.

"I offer my congratulations to the government of Tanzania for putting together an integrated and result-oriented threshold programme," says John Danilovich, director of the US Millennium Challenge initiative.

The good-governance funding is aimed at improving the ability of civil society groups in Tanzania to monitor the government's progress in stemming corruption. Some of the money will also be used to strengthen the criminal justice system so that corruption cases can be successfully tried and offenders convicted. A special intelligence unit to detect financial crimes is to be established as well.

UNIQUENESS:  TANZANIA

Tanzania working on corruption – its on the decline

Research on Poverty Alleviation, 2006  (“Combating Corruption in Tanzania: Perception and Experience,” Afrobarometer Briefing Paper No. 33, April 2006, google)

Overall, these findings suggest that while Tanzania still has far to go in combating corruption, particularly among the police, tax officials, the judiciary, and health workers, the country is making some gains under its new comprehensive strategy. The public is giving the government better marks for its handling of the problem now than in the past, and perceptions of the extent of corruption, while still quite high, are clearly on the decline. It also appears that actual individual experiences with corruption may be on decreasing as well.

It is worth noting, however, that while corruption is an issue of great concern to the international community, this battle is given fairly low priority by Tanzanians themselves. When asked to identify up to three of the country’s most important problems that the government should address, just 3% of all responses named corruption as a priority problem. It thus falls ninth on the list of Tanzanians’ priorities, well behind water supply (15%), health (14%) and infrastructure and roads (12%).

The public perception that corruption is declining identified in this Afrobarometer survey is corroborated by other external observations. The World Bank Institute’s governance indicators, which look at changes in the quality of governance in Africa from 1996 to 2004 with respect to control of corruption, voice and accountability, and governance effectiveness, place Tanzania among countries that have experienced significant improvements. In addition, the country’s score on Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) has improved from 2.5 in 2003 to 2.9 in 2005.
Thus, the government may indeed be on the right track in tackling this vexing issue. If President Kikwete can maintain his commitment to this issue, the country can hope to see still further improvements in future.

UNIQUENESS:  ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia committed to stopping corruption

The Ethiopian Herald 07 (January 26, Ethiopia; Study Confirms Country's Commitment to Fight Corruption, lexis). 
The Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission said a study has confirmed that Ethiopia was one of the countries, which are committed to implement the supremacy of the law in the fight against corruption.  The study indicated that the Ethiopian government is committed to fight corruption.  Commission Ethics Education and Public Relations Department Director, Kifle Yeshitila told ENA Wednesday that a non-profit making organization based in Washington D.C, Global Integraty, conducted the study in 2006.  Kifle said the study confirmed that strategies aimed at fighting against corruption are being implemented in Ethiopia.  He said the study ensured that the anti-corruption institution has been undertaking encouraging activities while citizens have the opportunity to give tips to the institution.  The study also confirmed that no political interference occurred in the working process of the institution.  The study covered over 40 developed and backward countries, he said, adding, five of the 15 African countries, which were included in the study, are expected to work hard on issues related to good governance and anti-corruption.  Ethiopia was included for the first time in the study, conducted by the organization.  Out come of the study indicates the strength and realty of the struggle being carried out by the commission to fight against corruption.  He said the strength of the laws being implemented to fight against corruption encourages foreign investors to invest in Ethiopia.  It also encourages the public, the private sector and non-governmental organizations stand on the side of the commission.
UNIQUENESS:  ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia taking multiple steps to fight corruption

Dr. Dibaba 03 (H.E. Dr. Berhanu Dibaba, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of the Federal   Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to Canada, speech, http://www.un.org/webcast/merida/statements2/ethi031210en.htm).  

Africa, in particular, has remained to be the foremost victim of corruption, losing billions of dollars each year at the expense of spending its limited resources to fighting HIV /AIDS, TB, malaria, ignorance, and poverty, which are the burning issues of the continent currently. As a major victim, therefore, Africa is doing its level best to control corruption and impropriety in collaboration and partnership with the rest of the world. As part of the bigger continental coalition in the fight against corruption in Africa, Ethiopia is currently exerting all possible efforts to root out corruption practices and improper ties so that it can undertake its development endeavors sustain ably and speed up the pace of its development. The Ethiopian peoples and government can no more bare the brunt of corruption and impropriety. Cognizant of this reality, the government, the top leadership in particular, is proving to be politically willing and determined to fight corruption seriously and with strong commitment. As the first step of launching the national anti-corruption campaign, the government established the Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (FEACC) in 2001 under Proclamation No. 235/2001. It has also enacted the Anti-Corruption Special Procedure and Rules of Evidence Proclamation in the same year. According to the establishment proclamation, the independent commission is duty-bound to create an aware society where corruption will not be condoned or tolerated by promoting ethics and anti-corruption education. It is also obliged by duty to prevent corruption offences and other improprieties by examining the practices and procedures in government offices and public enterprises to secure the revision of methods of work which may be conducive to corrupt practices. It is also responsible to create and promote integrity in public service by detecting investigating and prosecuting alleged or suspected cases of corruption offences and other improper ties. The commission is also entitled to cause the preparation and follow up the implementation codes of ethics for public officials and servants.  To realize its objectives of creating an aware society, the commission has offered intensive training on ethics and anti - corruption education for about 12,000 civil servants and other people drawn from different cross sections of the society since its establishment. In addition to this, tens of thousands of brochures, magazines and posters have been distributed among the general public. Most importantly, however, both the private and government media posed for their investigative work on the on-going anti-corruption campaign.  

Ethiopia cracking down on corruption

BBC 01 (“Ethiopia Cracks down on corruption,” May 30, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/1360236.stm).

Eighteen senior Ethiopian government officials and prominent businessmen have been arrested in a major crackdown on corruption.   The Prime Minister... may just find those closest to him are stealing from right under his nose  Amongst those arrested in police raids on offices and homes are politicians who were once highly regarded and trusted by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.   They are being accused of embezzling millions of dollars from state coffers.   The government has warned that this was "just the first step" in its war against corruption.  

UNIQUENESS:  ERITREA

Eritrea is cleaning up corruption

Desta 06 (Yemane Desta, University of Asmara, Eritrea, MPA Public Administration, “Designing Anti-Corruption Strategies for Developing Countries: A Country Study,” Journal of Developing Societies, Vol. 22, 2006, http://online.sagepub.com/)

By conducting the first empirical study of corruption in Eritrea, the research upon which this article is based makes a significant contribution to the ongoing efforts aimed at designing and implementing important reforms in Eritrean public administration. This country study of Eritrea is a significant step in the eventual aim of having public sector reforms in place to forestall the emergence of corruption on a grand scale. Thus, the study serves as diagnostic tool for identifying and hopefully designing and implementing anti-corruption measures that fit the specific environment of the newly independent state of Eritrea. The study has added significance coming at a time when Eritrea is credited with having one of the cleanest governments in sub-Saharan Africa.
UNIQUENESS:  BURUNDI

Corruption in Burundi is decreasing – legislation proves

Associated Press, 06 (ALOYS NIYOYITA, Associated Press Writer, “Burundi's parliament passes tough anti-corruption legislation,” AP Worldstream, Jan. 24, 2006, lexis)

Burundi's parliament passed a tough anti-corruption bill on Tuesday, empowering the government to create an anti-corruption brigade to prosecute malfeasance and recover funds embezzled from one of the world's poorest countries.

Joseph Ntakarutimana, the minister for good governance, said the bill will help the government recover millions of dollars stolen during previous administrations.
"The bill is a legal framework that will, henceforth, allow government to pursue and arrest anyone responsible for embezzlement of government funds," he said.


Local advocacy groups have reported that former government officials stole US$133 million (euro108 million) between 1995 and 2005.

"This money never reached state coffers," said Gabrielle Rufyikiri, the chairman of the Obervatory to Fight Against Corruption and Economic Mismanagement.

Ntakarutimana said his office did not have an independent estimate of how much money may have been stolen. He said the new anti-corruption brigade, which will consist of law enforcement, customs, justice and tax officials, would begin work as soon as possible.

"We have asked the justice minister to give us names of model magistrates and judges," Ntakarutimana said. "These must be clean and not accused of any corruption."

UNIQUENESS:  UGANDA

Uganda improving – world bank report proves

The Monitor, 07 (“Uganda; Country's Governance Rating Improves- Report,” 7-19-07, lexis)

Uganda is one of the developing countries that have made progress in improving governance and fighting corruption over the past decade, according to a new report compiled by the World Bank.


The report titled: Governance Matters, 2007: Worldwide Governance Indicators 1996-2006, which was launched in Washington on Tuesday, says the trend is encouraging given that good governance and corruption control are fundamental for long-term growth and reducing poverty.

"Good governance matters for other human development outcomes such as infant mortality, illiteracy, and inequality, as well," the World Bank, said in a statement. "Good governance has also been found to significantly enhance the effectiveness of development assistance in general, and of World Bank funded projects in particular."

The report, which is based on six indicators, commends regional counterparts Kenya, Rwanda and Tanzania for making progress in some of the key indicators identified with improved governance over the past decade.

The indicators include accountability, rule of law, government effectiveness, political stability and absence of violence, regulatory quality and control of corruption.

Voice and accountability measures the extent to which a country's citizens are able to participate in selecting their government as well as freedom of expression, association, and a free media.

LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Foreign assistance fuels corruption

Williamsen, 06 (Kurt, columnist, “x-ray analysis foreign aid,” The New American, 12/11/06, p. 25, lexis)

Statements made by Chirac and other advocates of foreign aid shout warnings of hidden agendas and corruption in regard to foreign-aid monies. Repeatedly, they call for increased "transparency" in the developed countries so that donors feel comfortable giving aid, knowing it won't be siphoned off by corrupt officials. Of course, the money is being siphoned off, or eaten up in "administrative costs." Chirac acknowledged, "only one third of international disbursements currently go to fighting poverty." And the aid that does make it to the developing countries doesn't necessarily go to the poor. It goes into the regimes' annual budgets. The Christian Science Monitor claimed that "around Africa, governments rely on foreign donors to supply big chunks--sometimes two-thirds or more--of their annual budgets."

Corruption is rampant in the countries that get aid. In fact, without foreign aid and corruption, many of these countries would likely soon prosper. The Washington Times reported in June that the Congo's leader, President Sassou-Nguesso, "continues to fudge the facts of what happens to the considerable revenues derived from the Congo's oil industry.... The IMF, for instance, has stated the Congo's 'oil revenues continue to be diverted for other uses and do not reach the treasury.' This is bureaucrat code-language for the c-word: corruption."

And foreign aid abets the corruption. This is true even according to a paper prepared at the United Nations World Institute for Development Economics Research: "External borrowing ... led to further borrowing especially in countries led by corrupt and inept regimes that squandered borrowed funds through embezzlement and capital flight. There is substantial evidence in the literature that suggests a vicious cycle of borrowing leading to capital flight, which leads to further borrowing."

Capitalism Magazine explains why capital flight occurs: "The wealthy individuals of poor countries send their capital abroad to offshore accounts in order to avoid the financial volatility and political instability endemic in their homelands. Therefore, developing nations have had to rely on the looting and mooching of foreign taxpayers by the governments of developed nations and the international capital markets for their financing needs." The magazine further explains that because the wealthy send their capital offshore, the countries have never developed "the financial framework necessary to accommodate the massive infusions of investment capital," thereby debilitating economic progress and giving the countries' leaders the financial wherewithal to stave off the political repercussions which would otherwise likely soon accompany their corruption.

LINK:  FOREIGN AID

US assistance to Africa fosters corruption and war

Daniels 03 (Anthony, “Big men, big corruption: The way it’s done on the dark continent- not so,” http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1282/is_15_55/ai_105891461/pg_1).  
Not that this fact can be expected to obtrude too greatly on President Bush's plans to throw money at AIDS in Africa. As Mrs. Jellyby discovered more than a century and a half ago, there is no better way to acquire a reputation for compassion than by proposing aid for the dark continent: this, despite the fact that such aid has not always brought much in the way of enlightenment-quite the reverse. It was aid to Somalia that provided both the motive and the means for the leaders of tribal factions to keep the war of each against all going for years, until the country had been smashed utterly. It is aid that likewise keeps the war in Sudan going, and it was aid that paid for Nyerere's forced relocation of three-quarters of the rural population of his country, Tanzania. The result was an economic disaster-to which, of course, the only solution was further aid: much of which, by strange coincidence, found its way into the private accounts of the leaders of the Chama Cha Mapinduzi, the Party of the Revolution, and the rest of which was completely wasted.
LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Aid causes African countries to retrogress.

Percy S. Mistry, 2005 July 23 Chairman of the Oxford International Group “Why Sub-Saharan Africa Is Not Developing” Henry Jackson Society Project for Democratic Geopolitics zope06.v.servelocity.net/hjs/sections/africa/African%20Development.pdf AC

Despite nearly $1 trillion of aid African countries (with very few exceptions) have retrogressed since independence. Development has eluded the continent. But some protagonists point to promising signs of change that argue for providing more aid. This article argues that aid to Africa has not worked because human, social and institutional capital – not financial capital – poses the binding constraint. In that context, doubling aid to Africa from $23 billion in 2004 to $50 billion annually by 2015 seems questionable. The US government is right to be sceptical. More aid may help to relieve the human suffering inflicted in abundance on Africans by their governments. But more aid has not prevented or reduced an increase in such suffering since 1965. It has been an inadequate band-aid for treating a deep-rooted cancer. More aid will not facilitate faster development in Africa. It may continue to hinder it if Africa does not enhance its endowments of human capital. Importing human capital (as other countries do) is an issue that neither Africa nor the international community have faced up to. By ignoring its real deficiency and focusing on an illusory one the international community has damaged Africa rather than assisting it.

Aid will not help Africa.

Percy S. Mistry, 2005 July 23 Chairman of the Oxford International Group “Why Sub-Saharan Africa Is Not Developing” Henry Jackson Society Project for Democratic Geopolitics zope06.v.servelocity.net/hjs/sections/africa/African%20Development.pdf AC

Under those circumstances a more honest critique of Africa’s ‘development deficit’ requires asking whether Africa is failing to develop because of a shortage of money, or because of a chronic inadequacy of human, social and institutional capital (HSIC)? The numbers above suggest that money is not the problem. So the call for more aid is inexplicable. The second, more important, question was not considered properly by the Commission. That was an odd omission. To be fair it did acknowledge the need for ‘capacity-building’. But that is not the same thing. Yet, without HSIC, development in Africa will not occur, no matter how much aid is thrown at it. For that reason, despite the resources and effort invested, the recommendations of the CAR cannot be accepted as credible prescriptions for the future.  

If aid worked in Africa there should have been some results to show for that by now. Africa has had over $1 trillion (in 2005 dollars) in net official development assistance (ODA or aid) between 1965 and 2004. It has paid back about $400 billion in debt service still leaving a net $600 billion or so in aid over forty years. Of all developing regions it is the best endowed with natural resources. Yet Africa has retrogressed. Aid technocrats and African bureaucrats argue that you cannot blame aid for Africa’s development failure. That is partly true if disingenuous because there is evidence to suggest that aid has retarded development in Africa. So the wisdom has to be questioned of providing more aid in circumstances that donors know will result in its waste and failure.  

LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Western aid to Africa has lowered living standards.

Ayodele, et al, 2005 Thompson Ayodele is director of the Institute of Public Policy Analysis (Nigeria); Franklin Cudjoe is director of Imani: The Centre for Humane Education (Ghana); Temba A. Nolutshungu is director of the Free Market Foundation (South Africa); and Charles K. Sunwabe is director of the Freedom & International Justice Foundation (United States).  “African Perspectives on Aid: Foreign Assistance Will Not Pull Africa Out of Poverty” Sep 14, 2005, Cato Institute, cato.org/pubs/edb/edb2.html AC

Helping Africa is a noble cause, but the campaign has become a theater of the absurd – the blind leading the clueless. The record of Western aid to Africa is one of abysmal failure. More than $500 billion in foreign aid – the equivalent of four Marshall Aid Plans – was pumped into Africa between 1960 and 1997. Instead of increasing development, aid has created dependence. The budgets of Ghana and Uganda, for example, are more than 50 percent aid dependent. Said President Aboulaye Wade of Senegal: “I’ve never seen a country develop itself through aid or credit. Countries that have developed — in Europe, America, Japan, Asian countries like Taiwan, Korea and Singapore — have all believed in free markets. There is no mystery there. Africa took the wrong road after independence. 1
The more aid poured into Africa, the lower its standard of living. Per capita GDP of Africans living south of the Sahara declined at an average annual rate of 0.59 percent between 1975 and 2000. Over that period, per capita GDP adjusted for purchasing power parity declined from $1,770 in constant 1995 international dollars to $1,479. The evidence that foreign aid underwrites misguided policies and feeds corrupt and bloated state bureaucracies is overwhelming.

Tanzania’s ill-conceived socialist experiment, Ujaama, for example, received much Western support. Western aid donors, particularly in Scandinavia, gave their enthusiastic backing to Ujaama, pouring an estimated $10 billion into Tanzania over a period of 20 years. Yet, between 1973 and 1988, Tanzania’s economy contracted at an average rate of 0.5 percent a year, and average personal consumption declined by 43 percent. Today, Tanzania’s largely agricultural economy remains devastated. Some 36 million Tanzanians are attempting to live on an average annual per capita income of $290—among the lowest in the world. Other African countries that received much aid between 1960 and 1995 – Somalia, Liberia, and Zaire – slid into virtual anarchy.

Much of the aid received was simply looted. Speaking at the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, in December 2003, the former British secretary of state for international development, Lynda Chalker, noted that 40 percent of the wealth created in Africa is invested outside the continent. “If you can get your kith and kin to bring the funds back and have it invested in infrastructure, the economies of African countries would be much better than what they are today,” she said. 2 The chairman of the session and president of the African Business Round Table, Alhaji Bamanga Tukur, agreed: “It is really difficult to ask foreign investors to come and invest on our continent when our own people are not investing here. There is no better factor to convince foreign investors than for them to see that our own people, both those based at home and those in the Diaspora, invest in Africa. 3
LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Foreign Aid to Africa has not been successful.

Ayodele, et al, 2005 Thompson Ayodele is director of the Institute of Public Policy Analysis (Nigeria); Franklin Cudjoe is director of Imani: The Centre for Humane Education (Ghana); Temba A. Nolutshungu is director of the Free Market Foundation (South Africa); and Charles K. Sunwabe is director of the Freedom & International Justice Foundation (United States).  “African Perspectives on Aid: Foreign Assistance Will Not Pull Africa Out of Poverty” Sep 14, 2005, Cato Institute, cato.org/pubs/edb/edb2.html AC

Foreign aid given to support reform in Africa has not been successful either. According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: “Despite many years of policy reform, barely any country in the region has successfully completed its adjustment program with a return to sustained growth. Indeed, the path from adjustment to improved performance is, at best, a rough one and, at worst, disappointing dead-end. Of the 15 countries identified as ‘core adjusters’ by the World Bank in 1993, only three ( Lesotho, Nigeria and Uganda) are now classified by the IMF as ‘strong performers.’ 8
The World Bank evaluated the performance of 29 African countries to which it had provided more than $20 billion in “structural adjustment” loans between 1981 and 1991. The bank’s report, Adjustment Lending in Africa, concluded that only six African countries had performed well: The Gambia, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. That gives a failure rate in excess of 80 percent. More distressing, the World Bank concluded that “no African country has achieved a sound macro-economic policy stance.” Since then, the World Bank’s list of “success stories” has shrunk. The Gambia, Nigeria, and Zimbabwe are no longer on that list.

In 1998, four new “success stories” were added ( Guinea, Lesotho, Eritrea, and Uganda). However, the senseless Ethiopian-Eritrean war and the eruption of civil wars in western and northern Uganda have knocked those two countries off the new “success stories” list. Uganda depends on foreign aid for 58 percent of its budget. There are growing concerns about its democracy, defense spending, and rampant corruption. Yet, in December 1999, Uganda’s aid donors announced the country’s biggest-ever loan of $2.2 billion – with no visible strings attached. As The Economist pointed out, “Cynics might say that Uganda can hold the world to ransom because the World Bank, the IMF and the other foreign donors cannot afford to let their star pupil go under. 9
LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Aid stops Africans from setting their own directions.

Ayodele, et al, 2005 Thompson Ayodele is director of the Institute of Public Policy Analysis (Nigeria); Franklin Cudjoe is director of Imani: The Centre for Humane Education (Ghana); Temba A. Nolutshungu is director of the Free Market Foundation (South Africa); and Charles K. Sunwabe is director of the Freedom & International Justice Foundation (United States).  “African Perspectives on Aid: Foreign Assistance Will Not Pull Africa Out of Poverty” Sep 14, 2005, Cato Institute, cato.org/pubs/edb/edb2.html AC

Africans themselves have realized that Western aid has not been effective. David Karanja, a former Kenyan member of parliament, for example, said: “Foreign aid has done more harm to Africa than we care to admit. It has led to a situation where Africa has failed to set its own pace and direction of development free of external interference. Today, Africa’s development plans are drawn thousands of miles away in the corridors of the IMF and World Bank. What is sad is that the IMF and World Bank experts who draw these development plans are people completely out of touch with the local African reality. 10
LINK:  FOREIGN AID

Corruption prevents effective aid.

Ayodele, et al, 2005 Thompson Ayodele is director of the Institute of Public Policy Analysis (Nigeria); Franklin Cudjoe is director of Imani: The Centre for Humane Education (Ghana); Temba A. Nolutshungu is director of the Free Market Foundation (South Africa); and Charles K. Sunwabe is director of the Freedom & International Justice Foundation (United States).  “African Perspectives on Aid: Foreign Assistance Will Not Pull Africa Out of Poverty” Sep 14, 2005, Cato Institute, cato.org/pubs/edb/edb2.html AC
More maddening, the donor agencies knew or should have known all along about the motivations and activities of corrupt African leaders. They knew or should have known that billions of aid dollars were being spirited into Swiss banks by greedy African kleptocrats. “Every franc we give impoverished Africa comes back to France or is smuggled into Switzerland and even Japan” wrote the Paris daily, Le Monde in March 1990. 12 Even famine relief assistance to Africa was not spared. Dr. Rony Brauman, head of Médecins sans Frontières, lamented in the 1980s: “We have been duped. . . . Western governments and humanitarian groups unwittingly fuelled – and are continuing to fuel – an operation that will be described in hindsight in a few years’ time as one of the greatest slaughters of our time. 13
Patricia Adams of Probe International, a Toronto-based environmental group, charged that, “in most cases, Western governments knew that substantial portions of their loans – up to 30 percent, says the World Bank – went directly into the pockets of corrupt officials, for their personal use. 14
Yet, the World Bank considered those same African governments “partners in development.” When the United Nations launched a $25 billion Special Initiative for Africa in March 1996, the bank’s president James Wolfensohn said that he was “pleased that the Special Initiative is designed to be supportive of and a ‘true partnership’ with African leadership.’ 15 In fact, World Bank loans have often bailed out tyrannical regimes in the past. After shattering Ghana’s economy, the Marxist government of Jerry Rawlings found that the Soviet and Cuban governments could no longer provide it with assistance. Rawlings made overtures to the West, which responded with alacrity, eager to win one more “convert.” The regime signed a “structural adjustment” agreement with the World Bank in 1983. Slight improvements in the economy were hailed, and Ghana was declared a “success story” and a “role model for Africa.” Twelve years later and after the infusion of more than $4 billion in loans, the World Bank admitted that declaring Ghana a “success story” was a mistake and not in the country’s own best interest. 16
In recent years, loans provided by the World Bank for various poverty-reduction programs in Ghana have continued to be embezzled by the political elites. According to Goosie Tanoh, leader of the newly formed National Reform Party, “It is an open secret that so many grants from Japan, Canada, USA and Britain had been given to party functionaries who have misapplied it. 17
In Kenya, Nairobi’s deputy mayor, Abdi Ogle, demanded the resignation of the World Bank’s country director for Kenya, Harold Wackman, a Canadian, accusing him of turning a blind eye to embezzlement of an emergency loan of $77.5 million in July 1998 to repair infrastructure damaged by heavy rains. “Not a cent of this money has come to the City Council because it has disappeared into private pockets within the Ministry of Local Government,” fumed Ogle. 18
Kenyan constitutional reform, which was supposed to have addressed the problem of pervasive corruption in that country, has stalled under the watchful eyes of the ruling elite. Widespread government corruption has caused international donors to withhold money allocated to fight AIDS. The disease has killed about 1.5 million in Kenya since 1984. The government estimates that about 1.4 million Kenyans are infected with HIV/AIDS. Yet Kenya’s health ministry is riddled with graft. A recent audit revealed the existence of “ghost workers” whose salaries worth $6.5 million per year are collected by living workers. In June 2004, the same health ministry paid $1.8 million for a radiography machine for the Kenyatta National Hospital that was never delivered. Over the course of the past 12 months, Kenya has been rocked by corruption scandals in various ministries, but little action has been taken. The ministers who were involved were sacked, but not prosecuted to recover the loot.

During his 24 years in power, Daniel Arap Moi’s government embezzled and stole an estimated $3 billion to $4 billion. The country’s central bank was looted. The money was stolen by making fictitious payments on foreign debt; kickbacks were collected on all public contracts, and when that didn’t supply enough cash, politicians awarded themselves fake contracts. A report by Kenya’s recently created Anti-Corruption Commission estimates that up to $3 billion of the missing money is still stashed overseas. After he left office, Moi and his family were among the wealthiest people in Kenya, with seven big homes and connections to at least 30 major business firms. But he also left behind an economy crippled with foreign debt, collapsed infrastructure, unemployment hovering at 70 percent, and nearly two-thirds of the population living under the poverty line.

The Need for Domestic Reform
Foreign funds can help only those African countries that undertake political, economic, and institutional reform, but the commitment to reform has been woefully lacking. The democratization process in Africa has stalled through political chicanery and strong-arm tactics. Only 16 of the 54 African countries are democratic, and political tyranny remains the order of the day. Often, those countries that are democratic remain deeply corrupt. Intellectual freedom is stuck in the Stalinist era: only eight African countries have free and independent media. The record on economic reform is abysmal. Only Botswana, Mauritius, Namibia, and South Africa can be described as “success stories.”

At the July 2004 African Union Summit in Abuja, Nigeria, frustrated UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan told African leaders of their lack of progress on meeting the UN’s Millennium Development Goals that they agreed to in 2000. Four years earlier, he was less restrained, lashing out at African leaders and blaming them for most of the continent’s problems. 19
African children echo the same sentiments. At the United Nations Children’s Summit held in May 2002 in New York, youngsters from Africa ripped into their leaders for failing to improve their education and health. “You get loans that will be paid in 20 to 30 years and we have nothing to pay them with, because when you get the money, you embezzle it, you eat it,” said 12-year-old Joseph Tamale from Uganda. 20
Tony Blair and Jeffrey Sachs should listen to the voices of average Africans, who have not benefited from aid in the past and are unlikely to benefit in the future. Without domestic reforms, African politicians will line their pockets, but Africa will remain desperately poor.

LINK:  FOREIGN AID / A/T:  STUDIES

Despite tons of studies, the fact remains that Africa has not developed.

Percy S. Mistry, 2005 July 23 Chairman of the Oxford International Group “Why Sub-Saharan Africa Is Not Developing” Henry Jackson Society Project for Democratic Geopolitics zope06.v.servelocity.net/hjs/sections/africa/African%20Development.pdf AC

Innumerable studies have been done (macro, micro, meso, longitudinal, cross-sectional, national, sectoral etc.) aimed at proving to a sceptical world that aid to Africa has worked. But these – even the supposedly independent ones – have all been financed, sponsored, or done directly by the staff of multilateral and bilateral aid agencies. They have vested interests in ensuring increased aid. None of these studies is genuinely independent in any real sense of that word. They all labour to contradict the obvious. With complicated caveats and cleverly worded qualifications most suggest that – as long as the right policies are in place then, with proper governance, competent administration, well designed projects and programmes, carefully monitored use of funds, and so on – aid does work in achieving specific outcomes. It relieves malnutrition, saves lives, tackles HIV-AIDS, and provides water, power and phones. It even changes questionable policies.  

To an extent that is true. But aid agencies have a tendency to exaggerate the few successes and obscure the many failures of aid to Africa. Without aid, especially emergency, humanitarian and food aid, it is unarguable that human suffering in Africa would be greater. If increased, such aid might well achieve more in terms of alleviating human distress. But by how much can such aid be increased, especially when the suffering is inflicted on Africans by their own governments and is generated in endless supply? More importantly, will more aid – of this or any other kind – necessarily result in long-term development as the CAR implies? 

The caveats and qualifications highlighted in studies on aid to Africa expose the basic dilemma. The conditions under which aid works in fostering development are either absent in Africa, or so rare as to be almost unique. What these studies fail to explain is why, despite receiving more aid in dollars per capita than any other developing region, Africa has not yet been able to develop. What aid has achieved in Africa may be debatable. But Africa’s development failure is incontrovertible. Breakthroughs that once seemed promising (e.g. Ghana, Uganda) have not been sustained without a series of intervening reversals. While they cannot be dismissed as one-time flashes in the pan, they do not represent a sustainable trajectory of ‘development’ either. Even the optimism about Mozambique’s impressive post-conflict recovery and growth depends entirely on the provision of massive aid indefinitely into the future.

LINK:  FOREIGN AID / A/T:  NGO

Aid finances a new renaissance in corruption (answers ngo no link)

Hartley, 05 (Aidan Hartley, African Correspondent for Reuters and author of The Zanzibar Chest Harper Perennial, “How African leaders spend our money,” The Spectator, June 25, 2005, http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3724/is_200506/ai_n14903029/print)

Aid has not worked. A Merrill Lynch report estimates there are 100,000 Africans today who own Â£380 billion in wealth. At the same time more than 300 million other Africans live on 50 pence a day. Forget about the gap between north and south. The wealth gap within countries like Kenya is far, far worse than in any other part of the globe. It doesn't have to be like this. Africans themselves have always seen the WaBenzi as the symbol of Africa's ills. The first martyr for the cause was Thomas Sankara, the Burkina Faso president who forced his ministers to swap their Mercedes for Renault 5s. He also made them go on runs. Sankara was overthrown and executed in 1987 by Biaise Campaore, who remains in power today. In 2001 Sam Nujoma of Namibia traded in his Mercedes for a Volvo. He said if all ministers did likewise it would save Â£550,000 annually. 'We are servants of the Namibian people,' he said. 'It is high time that we start behaving as such.' What a party-pooper - at least he was until this year, when as part of his huge retirement package he got a S500 worth Â£80,000 plus two other cars. In 2002 Zambia's President Levy Mwanawasa went to the airport in a public bus and urged his ministers to do the same. Last year the oppåosition Ghanaian politician Dr Edward Nasigre Mahama proposed selling President John Kufuor's Mercedes to pay for children's education. 'Get off the corruption thing,' says Bob Geldof. The point is that nobody has got on to it properly yet. Aid-giving nations pretend to be tough on corruption, while African leaders pretend to change. Aid bureaucrats care less about financial probity than the press releases claiming that an economy is on a positive reform track. They are not helping Africa's young entrepreneurs. By throwing fiscal discipline to the wind and shovelling aid at Africa, the international bureaucrats will fuel a new renaissance in corruption.

Meanwhile, NGOs refuse to focus on corruption because it's simply not a priority for them. They blame corruption on Western multinationals. Charities are ideological museums stuffed with socialists and anti-globalisation activists. They loathe private enterprise. I sometimes wonder if they would prefer to see Africans stay poor so that aid workers could carry on doing good works for them.
LINK:  PUBLIC HEALTH

Unconditioned public health assistance bolsters corruption – worsens problems

Niyonzima 07 (Nixon, medical student at Makerere Medical School in Kampala Uganda. He was the second president (2005-2006) and remains a leader of Student for Equity in Health Care (SEHC), an AIDS and health rights advocacy group, June 6th, http://phrblog.org/braindrain/2007/06/06/10/#more-10). 

“I am concerned with the very key issue of governance and corruption in public heath care delivery in Africa. It is a common observed anomaly that health workers in Africa spend just a small fraction of their contracted time in rendering services for which they are hired for.  We are faced with human resource crisis in health care delivery in Africa, yet the few available workforce are not optimally harnessed. How can the developed world help in ensuring that good governance is entrenched and sustained and corruption in all its ramfications is stamped out in our health care delivery system in Africa?”  Lawrence, I totally agree with you on the issue of governance and corruption in the African public health sector. A lot of the funds given to the public health institutions in many of our countries usually end up in individual pockets leaving the patients (usually the poor, the rich fly) at the mercy of God. There is an expression I heard once in a movie, they said TIA - to mean This Is Africa and this expression often rings in my ears many times. When a mention is made of people embezzling money, the answer is always TIA. But I must say that there are some success stories in Africa; success stories of places, countries, that have managed to check the corruprion bug. I believe that it can be replicated elsewhere. One of the ways of doing this might be like Sani says to peg funding to improved governance and transparent administration. I am almost certain that countries would be inclined to improve governance if there was the threat of cutting off foreign aid. 

On the issue of health workers spending only a fraction of their contracted time in the public health facilities, that too is absolutely true. In Uganda, this practice is quite well established and is called rather interestingly “moonlighting” - perhaps taken from the fact that one may have to work nights to make ends meet. In Uganda, a doctor on average earns between 300 and 500 dollars a month. These doctors (health workers) have dependents; children, parents, wives, husbands and sometimes whole villages to look after. They have to pay housing, feeding, transportation and pay for other social utilities. When you calculate the cost of living and compare it to the income of these doctors then you may understand why these doctors moonlight. To live, you need to supplement the income from the public with that from the private sector. But of course, moonlighting has its consequences; the fact that patients in public health facilities have no doctor and will have to suffer long queues to be seen by one.  However, this can be remedied. Uganda, and perhaps other African countries, have tried legislation that aims at barring this practice of moonlighting. But legislation alone cannot eliminate this. What is important is to improve the wages of the health workers so to give them a comfortable livelihood. With improved salaries and remuneration, there will be no need to moonlight. And this is where the G8 comes in, they need to support the health workers in Africa if there is to be any reasonable improvement in health care. This improvement of course should also check the brain drain which is one of the causes of the health workforce attrition. The health worker should also be supported in terms of opportunities for continued professional development which is one of the reasons why in Africa many health workers prefer to work in cities where there is easy access to such opportunities.  Still on the human resources for health crisis, it is important that we improve and strengthen medical education in Africa. Uganda has now four medical schools but the total out put per year is no more than 150 doctors presently (and many migrate). It is imperative that the output of these medical schools be increased. However, this should not compromise quality. Quality of training should be maintained at whatever cost. Makerere Medical School, where I am a student, introduced the Problem Based Model of learning about four years ago. This a novel learning model that besides problem solving skills (which teaches students to be creative, even in scarcity) involves training students in the communities in which they will eventually serve. Now I should expect this to make better doctors, but there is no support forthcoming from the government and this should not be the trend.  The previous point takes me to your first issue of governance and corruption. Like you say, there is need for a breed of leaders that are people oriented. Leaders that look to improving the livelihood and health of their people. This has still eluded us in Africa but despair should not eclipse the hope we have that change in the African health care system is going to take place and should take place.  With the right checks and controls, with aid pegged to results, I believe that we can improve the African health care system.

LINK:  DEBT RELIEF

Aid and debt relief encourage corrupt leaders to borrow more and steal more

Mortished 06 (Carl, International Business Editor, The Times - winner of the Best Published Feature award, “If you really care about sub-Saharan Africans, promote trade - not aid,” lexis, July 20). 

A Doha agreement would be good for the world because trade creates wealth and more wealth could solve some of the world's problems. Aid, on the other hand, just feeds corruption. It lines the pockets of despotic African leaders, their grotesque families and tribal hangers-on. Debt relief is as bad as aid, says Andrew Mwenda, a Ugandan broadcaster and former World Bank consultant who told a seminar in London this month that the cancellation of debt was an incentive for corrupt African leaders to borrow more and steal more.   Mr. Mwenda's message, well-known in Africa but rarely heard among rich countries that love to give aid, is that the handouts should cease and that Africans should stop whining. The main beneficiaries of aid, he says, are the bureaucratic aid agencies and NGOs, which (like the multinational companies they so love to criticize) are expansionist, self-interested and hell-bent on increasing their market share of the global aid pie.   There is evidence that Mr. Mwenda is right, notably in Uganda, a nation that was once the World Bank's darling, but is now riddled with corruption. So bad was the graft that the Global Fund was forced to suspend some $200-million destined for Uganda - fearful that it would disappear into offshore bank accounts, diverted from the cash flow of countless bogus charities.
LINK:  FOOD AID

Food aid strengthens corruption – ethiopia proves

Bovard 86 (James Bovard, “The continuing failure of foreign aid,” Cato Institute, 1-31-86, http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/pa065.html)

Food for Peace is also an administrative nightmare. Recipient governments for years neglect to file reports on how food aid has been used, but AID keeps shipping them millions of dollars worth of free food every year. The Congo, instead of using FFP donations to feed its people, sold free food to buy a small arms factory from Italy.[17] In March 1984, the New York Times reported that AID officials believed Ethiopia was selling its donated food to buy more Soviet weaponry.[18] Mauritius insisted on receiving only the highest quality rice and then used it in hotels catering to foreign tourists.[19] Cape Verde begged for more emergency relief aid at the same time that it was busy exporting wheat donated by other countries.[20] Nothing was done about these incidents, however, and the free-food gravy train kept on running.
LINK:  UGANDA

Ugandan government is hella corrupt – none of the aid will get to citizens

Irish Times 05 (November 25, “Cut off aid to regime in Uganda,” lexis). 
The Irish Government gives more in development aid to Uganda than to any other country - almost EUR 30.5 million last year, bringing the total over the past four years to more than EUR 116 million, writes David Adams. All very laudable: if you ignore the fact that little or none of this aid will go towards helping the ordinary citizens who live there. It is handed directly to the Ugandan government, which, according to the global corruption watchdog, Transparency International, is one of the most corrupt regimes in the world. Respected donors, including the European Union, accuse it of gross financial mismanagement and of using aid funding to supplement military spending. It also has a long history of human rights abuses. So it could be argued, with some justification, that gifting aid to such a regime actually goes against the best interests of the general population. 

The public don't hear much about Uganda nowadays, but there was a time when it was seldom out of the news. From the time Idi Amin grabbed power in 1971 until eight years and close on 500,000 deaths later, when he took flight to Libya, everything that happened there was reported in great detail.  In the beginning, it was with an air of post-colonial superiority and amusement that we looked upon the over-sized, but affable, African buffoon who delighted in playing to his newly-acquired international audience.  Later, as Amin's true colours began to emerge with the forced expulsion of Uganda's 80,000 Indian and Pakistani residents, we were bewildered at the apparent change in attitude of our "harmless" jester. Eventually, when the full extent of Amin's depravities became clear, nobody was laughing anymore.  Naturally enough, in the absence of being told anything to the contrary, most people have assumed that, post-Amin, the country has been reasonably stable. They couldn't be more wrong.  To this day, Uganda continues to suffer terribly from government repression and brutality, electoral fraud and voter intimidation, violent upheaval, poverty, and rampant corruption at every administrative level.  After Amin, the man whom he had originally deposed, Milton Obote, returned to power.  Obote's second term in office proved to be every bit as bloody as the Amin era, with another 500,000 civilians losing their lives before he was deposed again in July 1985.  Since the present Ugandan president, Lieut Gen Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, seized power in January 1986, the sad story of Uganda has continued to be one of murder, rape, pillage and state-sponsored violence (directed against political opponents and ordinary citizens alike) on a horrendous scale.  For the past 19 years, a civil war has raged in the north of the country that has led to 100,000 people losing their lives, the kidnapping of 20,000 children and 1.6 million people having to flee their homes.  Government forces are as culpable for this litany of death and violent intimidation as are any of the other rebels, armed gangs, militias and hostile ethnic groups that make up the motley collection of warring factions.  In 1999 the Ugandan government invaded the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo and, though its troops officially withdrew in 2002, it has continued to foment strife there by covertly delivering large consignments of weapons to insurgents based in DRC.  Since the 1999 invasion, up to five million people have died in the Congo because of war or its direct consequences - half of these were children under the age of five.  It has become clear that international aid has been misappropriated to fund both the civil war in northern Uganda and military interventions in DRC.  The Irish Government is as aware of these facts as anyone else. Neither can it plead ignorance regarding the extent of corruption within the Ugandan administration.  An array of organisations and individual donors have all recently called for international aid to Uganda to be either stopped immediately; substantially reduced; or made dependent on large-scale political and social reform.  These include: the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the EU, the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the Norwegian, Dutch and British governments.  Without exception, each cited levels of government corruption in Uganda, not least on the part of President Museveni and his immediate family, as one of the determining factors in their decision.  No one is suggesting that the Government is deliberately propping up tyrannical, corrupt regimes like Museveni's or, heaven forbid, that the international community should stop lending assistance to those in need.  However, while the lazy practice of delivering aid directly from government-to-government continues, corruption and misappropriation will remain, and those for whom the aid is intended will receive little or nothing.  This problem is easily solved: cut out middle-men like Museveni and his cohorts and deliver straight to the people.

LINK:  UGANDA

Aid to uganda is stolen by corrupt government officials – less than 30% makes it to intended targets

Africa News, 11/5/2006 (“Gambia; Foreign Aid And Development in Africa,” AllGambian.net, Nov. 5, 2006, lexis)

Poor policy choices in Africa have caused development there to first stagnate and then to decline over the past decades. In 1960, South Korea was as poor as most African countries, but thirty years later, it was rich enough to offer aid to Africa. Most South East Asian countries have made tremendous progress and have joined the industrialized countries of the world, and critics say that foreign aid to Africa must be changed for a number of reasons, but mainly because it has not worked. In addition, few aid initiatives are really well thought out, and most of the money intended for projects rarely reaches the intended target groups. A study found that in Uganda, less than 30 per cent of aid earmarked for primary school education actually reached the schools. The missing money is usually stolen, wasted or re-apportioned to other priorities identified by politicians or middle level and senior government officials.
Aid to uganda stolen by corrupt governement

Izama, 07 (Angelo, political and investigative reporter for Kampala's Daily Monitor, “AID SIMPLY DOESN'T WORK,” The Monitor, 6-19-07, lexis)
One of the most aid intensive regimes in the world Uganda is also among the most corrupt countries. As a result the environment for doing business has not gotten better but more complex instead since corruption increases the cost of doing business.
Unsurprisingly a recent crackdown on graft, inspired more by political expediency rather than real reform, reflects where corruption has flourished the most. Three former health ministers are on trial for "stealing" from a fund for vaccination. They are also facing charges of raiding money from the Global Fund to Fight Tuberculosis and Malaria, the same fund the G8 has committed additional funds to.

All the Ministers are senior members of the ruling National Resistance Movement. In fact the main target of the prosecutions, former Health Minister Maj. Gen. Jim Muhwezi remains a popular figure in the party.

In the last election, the General delivered a block vote for the NRM in one of the most controversial constituencies where President Yoweri Museveni's two time challenger for the seat, Kizza Besigye hails from. Aid campaigners must realise they are the biggest most successful lobby for corrupt African governments since the end of the Cold War.

LINK:  KENYA

Kenyan officials will steal the aid – elites and locals both corrupt

International Journal on World Peace, 2005 (Peace and development in Africa, International Journal on World Peace Vol. 22, No. 3; Pg. 51; ISSN: 0742-3640, lexis)

One way of choosing is to use the results of the African Peer Review Mechanism, under which governments are visited by experts from elsewhere in Africa who offer advice on how to run countries better. In contrast, there are countries with too much corruption and therefore unsuitable for more foreign aid. Kenya is an unfortunate example of it. Last year, Britain's envoy to Kenya, Sir Edward Clay, complained that corrupt ministers were "eating like gluttons" and "vomiting on the shoes" of foreign donors, and handed over a dossier detailing twenty corruption scandals involving ministers. The missing money, according to William Bellamy, the American ambassador in Nairobi, could fund anti-retroviral treatment for every HIV-positive Kenyan for ten years.

Foreigners may contribute to corruption in Africa, willingly or unknowingly, but they do not cause it. The root of the problem according to many African politicians is rich western firms offering irresistible inducements to previously blameless African officials. But in reality, it is most often the officials who abuse their power to extort money from blameless citizens. For every shady multinational slipping a minister a sack full of cash for a contract, there are thousands of African policemen robbing people at roadblocks, or African bureaucrats inventing pointless rules so that they can demand bribes not to enforce them. Africa will not prosper until corruption is checked and governance improves. And this task should be first and foremost the responsibility of the African countries and people themselves.

LINK:  KENYA

Health care assistance to kenya increases corruption – flips case

Ayodele et al, 05 Thompson Ayodele is director of the Institute of Public Policy Analysis in Nigeria, Franklin Cudjoe is director of Imani: The Centre for Humane Education (Ghana); Temba A. Nolutshungu is director of the Free Market Foundation (South Africa); and Charles K. Sunwabe is director of the Freedom & International Justice Foundation (United States) “African Perspectives on Aid: Foreign Assistance Will Not Pull Africa out of Poverty,” Cato Institute, No. 2, 9-14-05, http://www.cato.org/pubs/edb/edb2.html
According to Goosie Tanoh, leader of the newly formed National Reform Party, “It is an open secret that so many grants from Japan, Canada, USA and Britain had been given to party functionaries who have misapplied it. 17 In Kenya, Nairobi’s deputy mayor, Abdi Ogle, demanded the resignation of the World Bank’s country director for Kenya, Harold Wackman, a Canadian, accusing him of turning a blind eye to embezzlement of an emergency loan of $77.5 million in July 1998 to repair infrastructure damaged by heavy rains. “Not a cent of this money has come to the City Council because it has disappeared into private pockets within the Ministry of Local Government,” fumed Ogle. 18 Kenyan constitutional reform, which was supposed to have addressed the problem of pervasive corruption in that country, has stalled under the watchful eyes of the ruling elite. Widespread government corruption has caused international donors to withhold money allocated to fight AIDS. The disease has killed about 1.5 million in Kenya since 1984. The government estimates that about 1.4 million Kenyans are infected with HIV/AIDS. Yet Kenya’s health ministry is riddled with graft. A recent audit revealed the existence of “ghost workers” whose salaries worth $6.5 million per year are collected by living workers. In June 2004, the same health ministry paid $1.8 million for a radiography machine for the Kenyatta National Hospital that was never delivered. Over the course of the past 12 months, Kenya has been rocked by corruption scandals in various ministries, but little action has been taken. The ministers who were involved were sacked, but not prosecuted to recover the loot. During his 24 years in power, Daniel Arap Moi’s government embezzled and stole an estimated $3 billion to $4 billion. The country’s central bank was looted. The money was stolen by making fictitious payments on foreign debt; kickbacks were collected on all public contracts, and when that didn’t supply enough cash, politicians awarded themselves fake contracts. A report by Kenya’s recently created Anti-Corruption Commission estimates that up to $3 billion of the missing money is still stashed overseas. After he left office, Moi and his family were among the wealthiest people in Kenya, with seven big homes and connections to at least 30 major business firms. But he also left behind an economy crippled with foreign debt, collapsed infrastructure, unemployment hovering at 70 percent, and nearly two-thirds of the population living under the poverty line.

LINK:  KENYA

Foreign aid bolsters kenyan corruption – even aid going to specific projects that can’t be stolen only takes pressure off the government and widens the scope of neglect

The Independent 06 (Feb 1, “Empty promises, aid and corruption,” lexis)

The relaxed manner in which the world has reacted to the accusations of corruption against the Kenyan government is as bizarre as it is indefensible. Last year, Kenya's respected anti-corruption chief, John Githongo, released a dossier accusing four Kenyan ministers of setting up bogus contracts with the intention of stealing millions of dollars from public funds. Mr Githongo also claimed that President Mwai Kibaki knew about the scam, but had decided to take no action. One might have expected that the international community would have at least put its annual $500m (pounds 281m) aid donations on hold in light of these accusations. But not a bit of it. Last week, the World Bank revealed it will be proceeding with a fresh $120m loan to Kenya. And our own Department for International Development has pledged to make good on a pounds 55m aid donation.   President Kibaki was elected in 2002 on a promise to stamp out corruption. But his administration seems to have sunk as low as that of his predecessor, Daniel arap Moi. These donations look all the more questionable in the light of Monday's revelation that, since 2002, the Kenyan government has spent $12m on official cars, including a fleet of 57 Mercedes. By some estimates, $1bn was lost in corruption over the past four years in Kenya.  Mr Githongo appears an impressive figure. The proper course of action for the international community would be to support him, or at least investigate his claims. But sending more money to Kenya undermines him, and everyone who has been fighting corruption in Kenya. DfID argues that it is impossible for these aid donations to be stolen because they will be channelled to specific development projects. This may be true in a strict sense. But aid helps relieve the Kenyan government of its responsibilities to its own people. And by taking the pressure off government finances, it widens the scope for graft. 
It has been suggested that, after pushing hard last year for more aid for relatively progressive states such as Kenya, it would be politically embarrassing for our Government to withhold aid now. It would certainly be unfortunate timing coming so soon after the cut in aid to Ethiopia, prompted by the political crackdown by Tony Blair's fellow commissioner for Africa, President Meles Zenawi. But whatever twisted reasoning lies behind these decisions, the world must reconsider. The evidence of corruption mounts up. The G8's talk of promoting good governance in Africa is looking increasingly empty. And pouring aid into a corrupt regime will do Kenyans no good. The international community - including our own Government - seems to be making the same mistakes all over again.

IMPACT:  TURNS CASE

Corruption crushes public institutions including health – flips the case

Lowery-Derryck, 00 Vivian Lowery-Derryck,  asst. administrator at USAID, “Remarks of Vivian Lowery-Derryck” FNS, 9/21/00, lexis

Corruption undermines the foundations of sustainable development in all developing countries. Economically, corruption leads to the inefficient allocation of resources, raises the cost of investment, decreases investor confidence, promotes inequalities and inefficiencies in the private sector, raises the cost and decreases the quality of public-sector projects and services. The political consequences of widespread corruption, while less quantifiable, are no less real. Corruption contributes to a loss of confidence in the government and a general non-compliance with laws, undermines the legitimacy of elected officials and democratic values, diminishes the effectiveness of public policy, and impairs the power of public institutions. Indeed, political fallout from corruption creates a vicious cycle of more corruption, instability, weak institutions, and even more corruption.

The economic and political costs imposed by corruption fall heavily on African countries, already burdened by poverty, debt, disease, illiteracy, and political and economic instability. Moreover, in those countries experiencing widespread, systemic corruption, the burden is disproportionately borne by the poorest and most vulnerable of the population. Citizens are denied access to basic public services and suffer from the non-enforcement of the rule of law, including public safety standards, environmental protection policies, and even criminal codes. Corruption also directly contributes to the lack of public infrastructure, investment, education opportunities, and jobs which sustains the cycle of poverty endured by so many on the African continent.

IMPACT:  POVERTY

Corruption keeps aid money away from targets – traps in poverty and drives away foreign investment

Dicklitch-2004.  (Susan.  “African corruption is a crime against humanity.”  CS monitor.  8/9/04. http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0809/p09s01-coop.html)

You'd have to be living in a cave not to know that Martha Stewart got a "five and five" sentence a few weeks ago for lying about her stocks. Chances are, you're not living in a cave, but you still don't know about one of the biggest con jobs of our time: The misuse of foreign aid to Africa.

Perhaps this is because it's not as sexy as Ms. Stewart's trial or as gut-wrenching as the genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan. Or perhaps, it is because it has been such an embarrassment to Western governments and private organizations who keep on believing that foreign aid will help Africa.

As long as corruption exists at its current levels in Africa, and as long as donors continue to look the other way, foreign aid will simply serve to keep African kleptocrats in power.

Consider this: Sub-Saharan Africa has received an estimated $114 billion in bilateral and multilateral aid from 1995-2002. Yet African countries have consistently ended up at the bottom of the United Nations Development Program's Human Development report, which measures life expectancy, gross domestic product per person, and literacy.

So you may ask the billion-dollar question: Where did the money go? Perhaps the British high commissioner to Kenya, Edward Clay, was asking the same question about official graft last month when - suggesting donor aid to Kenya could be suspended - he publicly accused unnamed Kenyan officials of behaving so gluttonously at the aid trough that they are now "vomiting on the shoes" of donors.

And sub-Saharan Africa has seen the likes of many gluttons. Some of the most infamous include Mobutu Sese Seko, the former president of Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo) who allegedly stole $5 billion, and Sani Abacha, former president of Nigeria, who allegedly looted more than $2 billion. Both former leaders are dead, but their legacy of corruption continues to afflict their nations.
Corruption may not be as bad as genocide, but it is also a crime against humanity. Corruption is a killer of initiative and trust. It drives away foreign investment and undermines the development of the rule of law.

But most callously, corruption robs African children of a better future. Just ask the students in Kenya who could have had 15,000 new classrooms with the $188 million that Mr. Clay alleged has gone missing under President Mwai Kibaki's so-called anticorruption administration.

Transparency International, a Berlin-based nongovernmental organization (NGO) that tracks global corruption, ranks most African countries at the bottom of its list. Even some of the purported African success stories, such as Uganda, are at the bottom of that list.

But is there hope for the future? Much hope has been placed in the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD), an Africa-wide initiative that calls for good governance, accountability, and a peer-review mechanism as part of its monitoring process.

The African Union (AU) - the successor of the Organization for African Unity - even adopted a Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption last year, and 30 countries have signed it. But only three countries have ratified it - and it requires 15 ratifications to take force.

The UN has also initiated a UN Convention Against Corruption that has been signed by more than 100 countries, including Kenya which has also ratified it.

But why should America care? While many Americans are debating whether Martha Stewart should have gotten more or less than the five months in prison and five months house arrest she got for lying about her stocks, African bureaucrats are literally getting away with millions. For donor agencies and nations, as well as African societies themselves, not to make political and civil leaders accountable for aid money is to be complicit in the perpetuation of corruption.
Congress is poised to increase foreign development assistance to the world's poorest nations by nearly $2 billion, with most of that money going to combat HIV and AIDS. But HIV and AIDS spending is not free from corruption either. Fly-by-night briefcase NGOs have sprung up everywhere, even with AIDS funds and even in countries that have a great track record like Uganda.

CONTINUES

Some donors have taken a hard line against corruption, such as DANIDA (Danish International Development Agency) which cut off aid to Malawi and Kenya as a consequence of blatant corruption. The IMF and the World Bank have also instituted the HIPC Initiative (Highly Indebted Poor Country), which provides debt reduction to countries that have developed transparency, accountability, and a poverty reduction strategy. To date, 23 of the 27 countries under the HIPC initiative are African.

The US Millennium Challenge Account - which disburses aid to recipient countries on the basis of their good governance, health and education initiatives, and free market economic policies - is a step in the right direction.

Ultimately the only real security against corruption is if Africans make their leaders accountable and demand transparency. The international community has an obligation to help eradicate poverty, but the international community also has the right and the obligation to demand accountability and transparency as well. Donors should work more closely with each other to ensure that African governments that turn a blind eye to corruption get cut off from foreign aid.

IMPACT:  DEMOCRACY

Corruption guts democratic reforms in africa

Gorelick, 2005 (Jean-Marc, Peace Corps volunteer in Togo, Christian Science Monitor, “Corruption's quiet erosion of democracy” Opinion, Pg. 9, Dec. 19, 2005, lexis)

And yet, as the foundation for democracy is being laid in Africa's former longest running dictatorship, and in so many other developing countries, the "business as usual" excuse just won't cut it anymore. All of us who care about Africa, who believe in the promise of freedom, can no longer ignore the corruption that World Bank president Paul Wolfowitz calls a "disease." It is a pernicious weed that threatens to undermine the otherwise valiant struggles for democracy sweeping the continent.

But what do you do about a problem so pervasive that it infects every sector of a society? I saw it in schools, in churches, in government. I saw local officials take their little cuts of health and education projects. I even saw corruption dilute the US government's best efforts to to deal with the agony of HIV/AIDS.

Corruption corrodes democratic reforms. It is a "regressive tax" that hurts the poor more than the rich and creates a system that is inherently undemocratic and unfair. It poisons the climate for foreign and domestic investment. And while poverty is certainly a root cause, we can no longer afford to accept it as an excuse. Corruption thrives in the absence of the rule of law. Lawlessness will always give way to a system in which one law prevails - the bribe.

IMPACT:  TERRORISM

Corruption fuels terrorism

Sarup 05 (Kamala, Journalist and Story Writer, in-depth experience with Peace, Anti War, Women, Terrorism, Democracy,and Development, “corruption increases terrorism,” July 18, http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0507/S00246.htm). 

Corrupt leaders, and demand for bribes at every step of the development has become a major threat to a sound economic and social development that is increasing terrorism. If leaders fail to lead the moral crusade for justice and human dignity, if they fail to enunciate the essentially humane part of politics, the deprived, will chosen to forget the humaneness of politics, but will use it for violence and even become a terrorists. If politics does not become part of the solution, it will motivate hate. The principal obstacle to the country's growth is the corruption among leaders in general and among the politicians. Bribery, and corruption in all its forms, is now a major cause of poverty, backwardness and terrorism.
Corruption by political leaders at the decision making levels is because of their greed to earn more money and they don't look anymore at the benefit of the people. They should think about the poor roads, inadequate drinking water supply in villages, absence of proper buildings for schools in the rural areas, teacher's salaries who sometimes don't get paid, lack of hospitals, bridges, around the country. But what we see today is the inability of the government to control the spread of corruption. People have to build a mass movement in which all can join so that corruption in politics, politicians and public life can end. The blame for the corruption lies in the lack of transparency in the rules of governance, extremely cumbersome official procedures, excessive and unregulated discretionary power in the hands of politicians and bureaucrats and a lax judiciary. The organization Transparency International has recently called on the world leaders at the UN summit in Johannesburg on Sustainable Development, to combat corruption as a matter of urgency and growing corruption has damaged efforts to establish peaceful rule, and is a direct cause of financial and social disasters. Honest political leadership, an efficient tax collection mechanism, macro-economic policies would be a step in the right direction to eradicate corruption and terrorism. Qualified and clean political leadership is required to understand and implement such policies. Economic injustice provides a fertile ground for terrorism. The authorities have to take a stern step against the corrupt leaders. Bad governance and poverty, political instability, political violence, underpaid civil servants and unresponsive state institutions are inevitable consequences of corruption and terrorism. Thus, Anti-corruption efforts must be targeted for the long-term, and must be realistic and achievable. Anti-corruption campaign should focus on those responsible for the misuse of public funds. Because corruption is deep rooted where crime and corruption is rampant and the perpetrators are mostly brutal in their act, so most people get fed-up about the situation. The most fundamental thing is nation-building with all components of national society contributing to it in a selfless manner and, of course, with a view to promoting national harmony. People can't bear the brunt of the country's violent armed conflict and terrorism. The terrorists target against the infrastructure community projects, hydro plants, bridges, telephone stations, and office buildings. International funding agencies are not interested in investing in violent countries because there is financial instability, legal uncertainty or increasing terrorists crime. The leaders should know corruption prevents the efficient allocation of resources and is a disincentive to foreign investment. Eradicating corruption at all levels in the bureaucracy should become a priority. Leaders who succumb to bribes become alienated by the general population, lose their standing in the international community, and ultimately lose their political legitimacy. In every culture, political and economic systems need justification. This involves acceptance by the general people, which will happen only if people see the systems as efficiently serving their needs. The action by anti-corruption bodies has its own importance and should not be discouraged in an attempt to produce a good government. However, attention should be paid to other options of checking corruption. Financial loot by simple revenue officials to high officials and ministers made the country poor and individuals rich. Decentralization, open economy and competition, transparency in all areas of government practice is the most effective instrument to control corruption which helps to control terrorism. Corrupt governments fail to give peace and fail to give security. Terrorists activities are taking place due to the poverty and illiteracy. Proper and equal provision of rights of employment's and human rights will definitely reduce this curse. An effective way to deliver a just government system is by building one that possesses a mature checks and balance system, one that limits the effects of corruption and therefore helps to protect the civil rights of every citizen of the country.

IMPACT:  INSTABILITY

Corruption creates political instability and warlordism erupting in violence and frequent regime changes

Desta 06 (Yemane Desta, University of Asmara, Eritrea, MPA Public Administration, “Designing Anti-Corruption Strategies for Developing Countries: A Country Study,” Journal of Developing Societies, Vol. 22, 2006, http://online.sagepub.com/)

Corruption hampers political development and contributes to political instability. When corruption becomes part of the status quo, its maintenance tends to involve the use of repressive tactics through the state instruments for law and order (Hope and Chiculo, 2000). Hope argues that when state bureaucracy has been privatized by the ruling elite, fear and repression prevent any serious

threat from dissenting groups or individuals. This, in turn, hinders political development and weakens civil society (Hope and Chiculo, 2000). Mbaku (1998) points that, in many African countries, regime after regime has failed to reproduce institutions that maximize mass participation in development. Mbaku points that the unwillingness of many African to engage their societies in genuine institutional reforms as the ruling elite see reform and the introduction of a new dispensation as damaging to their privileges. Systemic corruption undermines the legitimacy of governments as citizens come to believe that the government is simply for sale to the highest bidder (Rose-Ackerman, 1997). Caiden and Caiden (1977) argue that the heavy burden for political institutions to carry in terms of capacity and legitimacy allow corruption to fill the gap. Caiden and Caiden add that corruption has the same function as violence (and acts as an alternative). However, corruption in such societies always risks an escalating cycle of payoffs and insider deals that lead to the disintegration of the corrupt state as in Somalia where a corrupt autocratic regime degenerated into warlordism. Rose-Ackerman (1997, 1999) argues that corruption undermines claims that the government is substituting democratic values for decisions based on ability to pay. Rose-Ackerman further adds that corruption can lead to coups by undemocratic leaders. Hope and Chiculo (2000) report that during the past two decades, corruption was the most frequently cited reason for military takeovers of government in Africa. But the military become another source of corruption. As appealing and as simple as military’s answer to corruption may appear to be, several decades of military rule in Nigeria, Ghana, Zaire, Sierra Leone, Uganda, the Sudan, Somalia and many other African countries have conclusively shown that the military neither has the genuine intentions, nor the capacity to stamp out corruption (Mbaku, 1998). Mbaku (1998) points the military have shown themselves to be more adept and more brazen in their corrupt practices as in Nigeria where each successive military government has proved to be more corrupt and more depraved than its predecessor regime. Thus, corruption affects political stability because it leads to violence and frequent regime changes (Hope and Chiculo, 2000).

IMPACT:  CONFLICT

Corruption causes violent political conflict

Cherry, 06 (Kevin Cherry – Univ of Toronto peace and conflict studies, “Corruption and Development Strategy,” Undercurrent, spring/summer, Accessed 7/5/07, http://www.undercurrentjournal.ca/2006III1%20-%20cherry.pdf)

Beyond economic concerns, political development is also heavily impacted by corrupt practices. Once again, some argue that corruption can be a positive force in this regard by increasing governmental capacity, that is, the “ability to formulate and implement policy decisions as well as to enforce laws and regulations throughout the territory under jurisdiction” (Theobald, 1990, p. 121). This argument is compelling in that, insofar as state weakness is an obstacle to political and economic development, relationships built through clientelistic practices might seem to enhance state capacity by garnering support and co-opting potential opposition. However, building state capacity in this way is a double-edged sword by which the government may gain some level of support from those with whom it colludes, but which ultimately results in a reduction the state’s legitimacy, and thus contributes to its continued weakness. This has to do with the nature of corruption as an act which breaches accountability to the public and thus undermines the role of the government as a representative of the people. Theobald (1990) writes that corruption can have “a corrosive effect on confidence and trust generally,” and that “if persistent, corruption may undermine popular confidence in the public service to the degree that it may provoke and provide justification for violent changes of government” (pp. 130-131). Furthermore, the fact that holding public office becomes highly lucrative through rent-seeking practices creates a strong incentive for the government to do whatever it can to stay in power. 

This can include anything from “ballot-rigging to censorship; from the imprisonment of political opponents to death squads and terror” (p. 128). These actions further decrease the government’s legitimacy in the eyes of the public, which can lead to a vicious cycle of “institutional anarchy and violence” (p. 130).

IMPACT:  AIDS

Corruption kills aids patients – working, effective clinics are locked out and patients cannot receive treatement

Baskind 06 (Roy, Neurology resident, Montreal Neurological Institute, Volunteer with the Highlands Hope consortium to improve HIV/AIDS care in the Makete district of Tanzania, August 17, “Corruption siphons AIDS money: Human greed compounds the misery of the HIV epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa,” lexis). 

From my experience in two African countries, I have seen firsthand what kills AIDS patients: corruption.  When I arrived at the Bulongwa Lutheran Hospital in the Makete District of Tanzania in February, I saw a robust and effective HIV clinic in action. A dedicated and effective staff of professionals was treating 650 HIV patients. The worst-affected area in Tanzania was getting just what it needed: medical and managerial expertise from people like Dr. Rainer Brandl, Jackson Mbogela, and Mary Musoma, members of the clinical team.  Partec, a world-leading innovator of medical blood-cell counters, had donated the machine (a CD4 counter) needed to monitor patients taking anti-AIDS medications. And the people living with HIV had organized into one of rural Africa's most effective and energetic AIDS activist organization, PIUMA.  The clinic was working beautifully. Canadian friends of the clinic had made a first visit and were intent on a fruitful partnership. Patients were getting better and the community, devastated by AIDS, was coming back to life.  Today, five months later, the clinic has been crippled. The original staff was locked out. The clinic's services have been severely reduced. The donated Partec cell-counter has been tossed out and replaced with a Becton Dickinson machine that doesn't work and on which the hospital technician has no experience or training. Brandl has been forced to leave. The patients on medications are not being cared for properly - yesterday, we received word the 19th patient at the clinic has died since the lockout began.  Audits have shown under the stewardship of the South Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, $288,000 Canadian in donated funds has disappeared. Under intense pressure from PIUMA, the diocese has admitted to fraud, but refuses to take legal action against the culprits. Instead, HIV-positive activists with PIUMA are being harassed and punished for speaking out against the church. The local government seems to lack the will or resources to get involved.  But local corruption is only part of the story. The business of treating AIDS has now become a large international industry. There is a lot of money to be made through government contracts for companies like technology suppliers Becton Dickinson. Certainly, these companies have a right to do good and to profit. However, what is increasingly clear is that large corporations (sometimes with the support of foreign government agencies and NGOs) are exerting questionable influence to keep out innovative competition.  No one can say for sure why the health minister of Tanzania arrived at the Bulongwa clinic a few weeks ago with the unwieldy (and apparently defective) Becton Dickinson machine after ordering the dependable, affordable Partec machine decommissioned. But the whole scene stinks of corruption and has put patients' lives (especially pediatric patients) at risk. The Partec machine was able to perform the vital function of calculating the percentage of blood cells in the body, which is vital in treating children with HIV. The Becton Dickinson machine cannot perform this function. 

There are a few lessons to be learned in Bulongwa for the entire AIDS community.  First, corruption is not uniquely African. It occurs wherever it is allowed to occur - it's just more damaging in poor countries. Donors need to use far more of their funds building systems of accountability and fighting fraud. Financial oversight needs to be a key priority  Second, donors, recipient governments and aid-agencies need to put in place and fund strong anti-corruption mechanisms where theft is prosecuted and thieves jailed. The current climate of no accountability and no enforcement is deadly.  

CONTINUES

And, finally, shareholders of companies that sell products and services to the people battling the HIV pandemic need to demand scrupulously honest business practices from their managers.  The fight against AIDS needs more money not less. But donors need to handle their donations in a professional way, with absolute accountability.  Handing out money and then looking the other way eases feelings of guilt but does nothing to save lives. Unfortunately, the real killer isn't HIV, it's the virus of human greed.
IMPACT:  WMD

Risks weapon of mass destruction use

Lancaster, 2000 Carol Lancaster, Master's of Science in Foreign Service program at Georgetown University, Sept/Oct 2000, “Redesigning Foreign Aid” Foreign Affairs, lexis 

The most basic challenge facing the United States today is helping to preserve peace. The end of the Cold War eliminated a potential threat to American security, but it did not eliminate conflict. In 1998 alone there were 27 significant conflicts in the world, 25 of which involved violence within states. Nine of those intrastate conflicts were in sub-Saharan Africa, where poor governance has aggravated ethnic and social tensions. The ongoing war in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has been particularly nightmarish, combining intrastate and interstate conflict with another troubling element: military intervention driven by the commercial motives of several neighboring states. Such motives could fuel future conflicts in other weak states with valuable resources. Meanwhile, a number of other wars -- in Colombia, the former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Angola, Sudan, Rwanda, and Burundi -- have reflected historic enmities or poorly resolved hostilities of the past. Intrastate conflicts are likely to continue in weakly integrated, poorly governed states, destroying lives and property, creating large numbers of refugees and displaced persons, and threatening regional security. The two interstate clashes in 1998 -- between India and Pakistan and Eritrea and Ethiopia -- involved disputes over land and other natural resources. Such contests show no sign of disappearing. Indeed, with the spread of weapons of mass destruction, these wars could prove more dangerous than ever.

IMPACT:  KENYA

Corruption in kenya risks political collapse – failed state

Mutua, 2000 visiting professor at the University of Iowa College of Law, (Makau Mutua, The Boston Globe, 6/17/07, lexis)

The government of President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya was supposed to root out corruption in a deal struck between it and the World Bank last July. But his government's refusal to institute political and economic reforms has resulted in a scandal that threatens to turn Kenya into a failed state.
Although Kenya has formally been a political democracy since 1991, the Moi regime is steeped in a one-party culture of official graft, repression, and state-directed human rights violations, abominations that have become the trademark of the Nairobi government. Nothing more clearly demonstrates the government's intrangisence and blatant disregard for the rule of law than what is called the Goldenberg scandal, the longest-running and most egregious case of massive high-level corruption in Kenya's history.

IMPACT:  SUDAN

Corruption guts solvency and tanks the sudanese economy

The East African, 06 “Sudan; Corruption, Insecurity Threaten Sudan Peace Deal,” 11-14-06, The East African, lexis

Corruption, insecurity and bad faith on the part of the Khartoum government in sharing oil profits is slowing Southern Sudan's recovery from years of civil war.

A two-day governors' conference on the country's oil industry was told that Juba, the capital of the Government of Southern Sudan, is still plagued by insecurity while the political elite in Khartoum and Juba were accused of waiting in the wings to pocket oil dollars.
The talks, held just over a week ago, were attended by top government representatives, MPs, donors, civil society and human rights groups. They saw the Khartoum government accused of keeping oil revenues for itself, of being secretive about contracts signed during the conflict and keeping the information on revenues under wraps.

This was the first soul-searching meeting since the January 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement that was signed in Nairobi signifying the end of two decades of fighting.

Both the national government and the Government of Southern Sudan were asked to lift all confidentiality clauses on oil contracts and to incorporate all state revenues and expenditures into the country's budget and make them public as agreed in the the January 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement.
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