El Camino College

T on HUMAN RIGHTS (For female circumcision or any other cultural practice)

NOTE: Be sure to defend and extend standards. If aff drops standards and argues contextual and/or counter definition, they must be field source.  
A. STANDARDS

1. Field contextual.  Definitions from field-specific sources understand the issue better, are more precise, and therefore superior.


2.   Definition of Human Rights mandates freedom United Nations, found on 


globalexchange.org, Jan 28, 2008 (http://www.globalexchange.org/about/newhumanrights.html)

Adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is considered the foundation of modern international human rights defense and promotion. The declaration is built on the common sense idea that human rights are based on the inherent dignity of every person. This dignity, and the rights to freedom and equality that derive from it, are undeniable. 
       3.  Human Rights pertain only to how governments treat citizens.   Stanford 
encyclopedia of Philosophy, Stanford University website, January 28, 2008 
(http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rights-human/)

Human rights are political norms dealing mainly with how people should be treated by their governments and institutions. They are not ordinary moral norms applying mainly to interpersonal conduct (such as prohibitions of lying and violence). As Thomas Pogge puts it, "to engage human rights, conduct must be in some sense official"


B. VIOLATION

Female circumcision (or other cultural practice) is not an issue of human rights for two reasons.  


1.  It is engaged in freely, and freedom of choice is a guaranteed human right.


2.  Even if you feel it is a violation of the person, it is not by a government, so it does 

 not fall into a human rights violation. 

Women willingly take part in circumcision.  Prof. Fumbai Ahmadu, director of bio-cultural Anthropology at Univ. Washington, 2000 (Ylva and Bettina, Female “Circumcision” in Africa: Culture, Controversy, and Change, pg. 301)

Societal coercion and pressure to conform, however, do not explain the eagerness and excitement felt by vast numbers of participants in initiation ceremonies . . . I offer that most Kono women who uphold these rituals do so because they want to—they relish the supernatural powers  of their ritual leaders over men in society, and they embrace the legitimacy of female authority.

C. IMPACT

NFA LD rules state that all affirmative proposals must fit within the jurisdiction established by the NFA LD resolution.  The negative may challenge the topicality of the affirmative proposal during the negative constructive.  If, at the end of the debate, the negative has convinced the judge that the affirmative proposal has violated the parameters set by the resolution, then the decision in that debate shoud be awarded to the negative.  Topicality is a voting issue.
