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U.S. GLOBAL GAG SPURS LOCAL REFORM IN GREATER HORN

Masimba Biriwasha, journalist and activist.  Reproduction Health Newsletter, Dec. 17, 2007

The Global Gag Rule which restricts funding for family planning reinstated in 2001 by President George Bush has been a major factor blamed for the restriction of women's access to contraceptives in Ethiopia . . .  Fortunately Ethiopia has seen the light and will implement initiatives that will benefit its women. In order to increase the uptake, Ethiopia's Ministry of Health plans to create accessible, affordable and comprehensive coverage of family planning services for women.  More importantly, 600 health professionals will be trained to train nurses currently working at health facilities specifically carry out family planning for women. If the expanded access to family planning services in Ethiopia is to improve the status of women, it must be culturally appropriate, with particular attention to marginalized communities across the country. 
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MINOR REPAIR

A. STANDARDS

1. Resolutional Framework.  The resolution establishes ground and limits area from which the affirmative must pull plan mandates.

2. Division of Ground.  Action of the U.S. must be more than funding and/or enforcement changes, as they are minor repairs and therefore negative ground.

Definition of Minor Repair
Profs. David Thomas and John Hart from Richmond and Northeast Missouri Universities, in 1996 in Advanced Debate

“A minor repair is considered to be anytime that the solvency can be achieved with either an increase of funding or an increase of enforcement.”  

Minor Repair is negative ground

Vance Trefethen, author of Advanced Debate: Reason, Argumentation and Strategy, 2006.

A minor repair is a negative strategy that consists of an improvement to the status quo. . . A minor repair can serve the negative team well by offering an alternative to the affirmative plan without abandoning the status quo and the benefits of presumption.  Examples of a minor repair are

1. Increased effectiveness of an existing program.  Sometimes an affirmative will claim lack of funding or staffing to existing programs which leaves open to the negative the possibility of simply increasing funding as a minor repair.

2. Increased enforcement of current laws.  A minor repair can be tied in with a topicality argument if the negative believes that the affirmative’s plan doesn’t change a policy but only changes the details or administration of a current policy.
B. VIOLATION
Insert violation here (e.g., the aff plan merely increases funding to an existing program)

C. IMPACTS

1. Case is a minor repair and therefore is neg ground and off-limits to the affirmative for reasons of ground division and fairness.

2. Case is not significant.  If neg proves case is a minor repair you could not vote for it since it would violate “substantially,”  making it non-topical.

3. Case has no inherency.  If a SQ minor repair solves, case has not demonstrated the burdens of inherency as set forth by the rules of NFA-LD. 
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COUNTERPLAN FOR CHILD SOLDIERS (run with minor repair)

OBS 1: NON-TOPICAL   Counterplan restricts US assistance to GHA.  Counterplan is global, not limited to GHA.

OBS 2: MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE  You cannot both substantially increase and decrease assistance.

OBS 3: COUNTERPLAN TEXT:

Mandate: The Congress would pass and the President would sign the Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2007.  The act puts restrictions on US Military Assistance for governments that use child soldiers.
Funding and enforcement through normal means

OBS 4: NET BENEFITS:

1. THE BILL OFFERS BEST SOLVENCY FOR CHILD SOLDIERS







Human Rights Watch, January 10, 2008







http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/crp/child_soldiers/qanda.htm
Countries that are clearly identified in the Human Rights Report as recruiting or using child soldiers in government armed forces or government-supported paramilitaries in violation of international standards would be eligible only for military assistance to address the issue of child solders and otherwise professionalize their militaries.

2.  COUNTERPLAN SOLVES GLOBALLY 







US Dept. State, January 10, 2008







http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/Aug/29-205514.html

      Child soldiers are a global phenomenon. The problem is most critical in Africa and   

      Asia, but armed groups in the Americas, Eurasia, and the Middle East also use 

      children. 

EXTENSION EV

BILL DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY CUT OFF US MILITARY ASSISTANCE  






US Dept. State 1/10/08
The bill will not automatically cut off aid to countries that are identified by the State Department as using or tolerating child soldiers. Countries that are seeking to implement demobilization measures would be eligible for assistance in that process and in the professionalization of their armed forces for up to two years before prohibitions on assistance would be imposed. Moreover, the bill provides the president with the authority to waive restrictions if he determines that such a waiver is in the national interest.  

(So Afghanistan, for example could be exempt in interest of Nat. Security)
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STARVATION DISAD (FOR PLUMPY’NUT)
A. LINK.  Aff case purchases plumpy’nut for GHA

B. BRINK.  Plumpy’nut is at its production limit and no other company can produce it.  The Independent, a British newspaper, August 05 

Since January, Nutriset’s 24-hour production line has produced 1,300 tons of Plumpy’nut, which sells for 19p a sachet . . . Nutriset’s says profits—which have doubled since 2001—are put back into research and development, and the company has so far refused to countenance using its technology tto sell commercial products such as high-energy bars for athletes.  But when German company MSI—like Nutriset, a nonprofit manufacturer of humanitarian food products—tried to develop its own version of Plumpy’nut, “We ran into big problems . . . we didn’t know there was a patent on the product and we got into trouble with Nutriset.  They’ve built up a monopoly.”
C. IMPACT.  Plumpy’nut will be diverted from where it is most needed—West Africa, leading to death from starvation.
CBS News, Oct. 21 2001 (http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/10/19/60minutes/main3386661_page2.shtml)

No kids need it more than a group of children 60 Minutes saw in Niger, a desperately poor country in West Africa, where child malnutrition is so widespread that most mothers have watched at least one of their children die. To see the impact it's having, 60 Minutes drove for 12 hours from Niger's capital to a remote village, where every week Doctors Without Borders hand out Plumpynut . . . Rivers of women flowed into the site and within minutes there were more than a thousand of them, all waiting to get packets or tubs of Plumpynut. In a land where plastic bags are a luxury, they carry the food home in their scarves, their hands, or simply stacked on top of their heads. In Niger, most children need help now during what’s called the "hunger season," just before the new harvest. Old food supplies have run out and about all that’s left is millet, a basic grain women pound for porridge. But millet doesn’t have enough nutrients to keep kids alive; in America we use it as birdseed.
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Plumpy’nut neg.

There is no need for plan.  Plumpy’nut is distributed throughout Africa.

1. Plumpy’nut is distributed by Unicef.   Unicef, May 18, 2007 (http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_39675.html)
Like many therapeutic health centres across Niger, the UNICEF-supported clinic in Tillabery – an hour away from the capital, Niamey – gives Plumpy'nut to severely malnourished children.

With ECHO’s financial support, last year UNICEF was able to purchase about 130 tonnes of the Plumpy’nut produced at the STA factory.
2. Plumpy’nut is also widely used by Doctors Without Borders

New York Times, Aug. 8, 2006

For 3 months, Doctors Without Borders have been handing out week-long supplies of Plumpy’nut.  14 foil packets in a black plastic grocery sack, at it’s five outpatient centers in Maradi and 21 centers in Niger.

3. Save the Children is distributing Plumpy’nut in GHA.  Save the Children website, accessed 2/15/08 (www.savethechildren.org)


"Plumpy'nut is fast becoming the food of choice among thousands of malnourished 
young children in war-torn or famine-ridden areas such as Sudan, Ethiopia and 
Democratic Republic of Congo." Ethiopians are eating Plumpy'nut for breakfast, lunch, 
high tea, dinner and supper: "Malnourished children will consume as many as three 
packets a day at nine feeding sessions." 

