K: Victimization

A. Framework

The symbolic universe shelters the individual from the ultimate terror by bestowing ultimate legitimation upon the protective structures of the institutional order from Berger and Luckman in 1966.

Berger, Peter L. and Thomas Luckmann. “The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge.” Anchor Books: Doubleday, NY. 1966. pp. 102. 

Peter Berger has a Ph.D.  New School for Social Research Honorary degrees from Loyola University, Wagner College, University of Notre Dame, and University of Geneva (Switzerland), and University of Munich (Germany). Professor Berger previously taught at the New School for Social Research, at Rutgers University, and at Boston College. He has written numerous books on sociological theory, the sociology of religion, and Third World development, which have been translated into dozens of foreign languages. Thomas Luckmann was Professor for Sociology at the University of Constance in Germany. Since 1994 he is professor emeritus. He is well known for the book The Social Construction of Reality (1966, together with Peter L. Berger) and for Structures of the Life-World (1982, together with Alfred Schütz).
Very much the same can be said about symbolic universes. They are sheltering canopies over the institutional order as well as over individual biography. They also provide the delimitation of social reality; that is, they set the limits of what is relevant in terms of social interaction. One extreme possibility of this, sometimes approximated in primitive societies, is the definition of everything as social reality; even inorganic matter is dealt with in social terms. A narrower, and more common, delimitation includes only organic or animal worlds. The symbolic universe assigns ranks to various phenomena in a hierarchy of being, defining the range of the social within this hierarchy. Needless to say, such ranks are also assigned to different types of men, and it frequently happens that broad categories of such types (sometimes everyone outside the collectivity the collectivity in question) are defined as other than or less than human.

K: continued

B. Link

Victimization is the disabling process of calling a person or group a “victim” thereby divorcing them from pro-active actions to help themselves or others according to Holstein and Miller in 1990.

Holstein, James A. and Gale Miller. “Rethinking Victimization: An Interactional Approach to Victimology.” Symbolic Interaction, vol. 13. 1990. pp. 103-122.

Dr. Holstein has published over three dozen books on topics including mental health and illness, family, the life course, social problems, the self and qualitative research methods. Having published 24 books and dozens of scholarly articles, Dr. Miller's research has made him one of the world's foremost authorities on solution-focused therapy, and over the past few years, Gales has lectured across North America, Japan, East Asia, Europe and England. 

Exoneration from responsibility accompanies victimization. The essence of being a “victim” resides in a person's perceived lack of control over the harm that he or she has experienced. Thus to “victimize” someone instructs others to understand the person as a rather passive, indeed helpless, recipient of injury or injustice. While this can be situationally useful, it may also convey a general and undesired understanding of persons. In a sense, “victimizing” a person “disables” that person to the extent that victim status appropriates one's personal identity as a competent efficacious actor. Thus, describing a person as “victim” can “debilitate" that person in the minds of others as they interpret ongoing activities through the “victim” framework.

C. Implications

1.) This victimization leads to dehumanization which was used to justify genocide and slavery from Sankore in 2005.
Rotimi, Sankore. “The Pitfalls and Consequences of Development 'Pornography'.” The Networker. 2007.
Rotimi Sankore worked as a journalist in Africa and internationally and currently edits the International Federation of Journalists website for African journalists reporting on public accountability, corruption, democracy and rights related issues. For over a decade he has worked in Africa and internationally on campaigns and advocacy for media freedom, freedom of expression and associated rights such as the rights to association, assembly and political participation. He has worked lately with ARTICLE 19 The Global Campaign for Freedom of Expression and is currently coordinator of CREDO for Freedom of Expression and Associated Rights, which focuses on rights issues in Africa. 
Increasingly graphic depictions of poverty projected on a mass scale by an increasing number of organisations over a long period cannot but have an impact on the consciousness of the target audience. That is the desired objective. But there can also be unintended consequences. In this case, the subliminal message unintended or not, is that people in the developing world require indefinite and increasing amounts of help and that without aid charities and donor support, these poor incapable people in Africa or Asia will soon be extinct through disease and starvation. Such simplistic messages foster racist stereotypes, strip entire peoples of their dignity and encourage prejudice.       Some may genuinely think that this is mere exaggeration. But when the leader of the Conservative opposition announces bombastically that under his government, all immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers would be subjected to tests for tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS in order to save the National Health Service millions of pounds, you can tell he thinks he is on to a vote winner. He either sincerely believes most people from those places carry dangerous diseases, or his strategists believe this will tap into the fears and prejudices of millions of voters. Either option is offensive and no amount of denials will avoid the fact that such prejudice is based on negative stereotypes. And where have most of the negative stereotypes come from? Your guess is as good as mine. Periodic appeals for donations using graphic and stereotypical images of poverty reach millions every year. The intentions may be good, but some of the consequences are not. Additionally many Africans and Asians resent negative stereotypes of their continents as any body would, and find them offensive no matter what cause they are employed for.  Over time, there has been gradual but increasing awareness that pictures can lie even when they are a 'true' likeness of an instant in time. In the former Eastern bloc, images of poverty stricken homeless people in the 'West' were the only picture many had of capitalism. In today's world of digital media and convergence there is a clear understanding by media experts that often-repeated images can and do create a false consciousness of what is real. While the poverty is real, the subliminal message development 'pornography' conveys is unreal. There has been some development alongside the poverty and the causes of poverty are far more complicated than single pictures can ever convey. In Africa for instance, previous undemocratic rule facilitated or conveniently accepted by many western governments - to fight off the threat of 'communism' - has ensured institutional imbalances in the development of the political and democratic process. As a result former dictators and their cronies have exclusively accumulated fabulous wealth necessary to meet absurd financial conditions set by biased electoral bodies in many countries. Actual electoral expenses that are unregulated run into hundreds of thousands of dollars and in huge countries such as Nigeria (population 130 million) even millions. And then there is the pre and actual ballot rigging using the mass media and state apparatus. Add to this layers of repressive laws - originally introduced by colonial governments to suppress restless natives - that have led to the death, imprisonment, intimidation and exile of tens of thousands of intellectuals, activists, lawyers, journalists, trade unionists, students and scientists and it is clear that most of those managing these economies and societies are not the best qualified to do so. One dares not even go back to the consequences of 400 years of slavery that directly or indirectly killed and took away over a hundred million African's and in the process disrupted all social and political development for four centuries, or subsequent colonial repression that in some places lasted over a 100 years. Most of Africa has been independent for only between 10 and 46 years and for most of that period many countries were ruled by left and right wing or simply mad dictators supported by cold war enemies jostling for strategic influence. With all the slavery, colonialism, mass murder, repression, looting, corruption, trade imbalances, outrageous interests on dubious loans that have gone on for 500 years it is no wonder the continent is bruised and battered. No continent subjected to the same conditions would have fared better. No pictures can explain this. What development 'pornography' shows is the result, not the cause of five centuries of aggressive exploitation of a continent. The relatively smoother development in parts of Asia exists because no industrial scale slavery and destruction of society was imposed there for four centuries. Unlike in Africa, the foundation of most Asian Civilisation and culture remained largely intact. Colonialism suspended the natural trajectory of development in Asia that then continued once its yoke was lifted. Were it not for the immortality of the pyramids and scattered records of past African civilisations, the entire continent might have well been declared a historical wasteland.  Without clear explanations of why poverty persists in the developing world, the western public will tire of giving and sooner or later there will be a backlash; some argue that such fatigue has already begun to set in. For now negative stereotypes may already have been so ingrained that the level of ignorant prejudice that facilitated the transatlantic slave trade, the holocaust against European Jews, Apartheid and genocides from the Balkans and Cambodia to Rwanda may have already taken root. This is no exaggeration. The first step towards institutionalised prejudice, exploitation and violence has always been a false mass belief that other peoples or sections of society are unequal, sub-human, vermin, dangerous, treacherous or whatever is propagated until it becomes an 'accepted truth'. The most universal example of consequences of such false beliefs is the exploitation of and violence perpetuated against women in all societies. Development 'pornography' has unwittingly contributed towards prejudice and must find new ways to reach the public before its good intentions irreversibly facilitate bad ones. Most importantly, what the developing world needs is a reversal of the institutional imbalances that have facilitated repression, exploitation, incompetence and corruption and a pledge from western interests to allow their people to freely define their future. 

2. Western Aid victimizes Africa creating a culture of dependency preventing self liberation from Chikezie 2005. 

Chukwu-Emeka Chikezie. "African agency vs. the aid industry." Open Democracy. June 7, 2005.
Chukwu-Emeka, works for the London-based non-profit organisation the African Foundation for Development.

The welcome focus on Africa in western media and political discussion before the G8 summit has clarified the continent’s problems: corruption, dependency, tradition, and bad leadership. That is: corruption, dependency, tradition and bad leadership within the northern-dominated aid industry that dominates discourse about Africa. The increasing aid flows to Africa that this industry advocates will, at least, “make northern-NGO poverty history”. Who else, after all, will implement all the new projects that will come? This conflict of interest, in which those arguing most loudly for increased aid flows are the aid’s biggest beneficiaries, is inherently corrupt and corrupting. We disallow it in other areas of public life; so we should when it comes to the aid industry. The aid industry is helplessly dependent upon seeing an Africa that is incapable, lacking in agency, in permanent need of external direction. If all the flies photographed around those emaciated babies had demanded royalties for their appearances in northern media, Africa would have the richest flies in the world. The aid industry emerged out of earlier missionary and colonial interventions in Africa, and has been unable to break with this paternalist, overbearing tradition. The damage done over the years to young people of African heritage by the portrayal of Africa might justify a class action lawsuit to enforce real accountability. It has prevented Africans from moving forward under their own steam. In the northern hemisphere Live8 has been celebrated as the biggest concert in history – an impressive feat – but most people in Africa found it irrelevant. Until Africans in Africa are the architects and planners of such efforts this perversity will remain. The really corrosive damage of Live8-type initiatives is twofold. First, they demoralize and disempower Africans – in Africa and the Diaspora – because they render Africans’ own agency invisible. Second, they undermine local, African-led initiatives and help destroy trust and relationships between African organizations – the very stuff of any movement that will author the next stage of Africa’s liberation. Few people watching Live8 could have known – for who told them? – that the Johannesburg concert and, crucially, Nelson Mandela’s appearance on stage there happened as a direct result of the efforts of an African-led coalition of organizations assembled in March 2005. It had originally planned a concert for 7 July, the first full day of the G8 summit in Gleneagles, Scotland. Sadly, the coalition’s co-option into Live8 has left a legacy of bitterness, distrust, damaged relations, and a small amount of (good) publicity. It will take months of conflict resolution to heal divisions and get the movement back on track. The African coalition now has to assess whether the modicum of publicity was worth the aggro. Firoze Manji of Fahamu, a coalition member, is adamant that it wasn’t. “We would have gained more political capital if we had refused to go with Live8”, says Manji. “We would have made the important point that this is about Africa, by Africans, on their own terms”. The coalition’s exchange (in Firoze Manji’s words) of “short-term fame for long-term pain” is identical to the trap that African leaders themselves often fall into. Because they lack self-confident belief in what they can achieve on their own, they follow a lead from the north. But the north has interests and instincts that differ markedly from Africans’. When the two clash, those with more power win out… Meanwhile, what others can do is respectfully support Africans in Africa as they determine and shape their own fate. We must keep the baby of international solidarity and throw out the dirty bathwater of paternalism and hypocrisy. When outsiders take the lead in driving the agenda on the grounds that enlightened ends justify murky means, then we know it’s more about them than it is about Africa and Africans. Let’s make all that history.
D. Alternative

Only through continental cooperation can we see a pan-Africa from Shivji in 2007.
Shivji, Issa. “The essential building blocks of the Pan-African vision.” The Statesman. April 17, 2007.
Issa is a Professor of Law at the University of Dar es Salaam where he has been teaching since 1970 Class Struggles in Tanzania (1976),The Concept of Human Rights in Africa (1989) and Not Yet Democracy: Refonning Land Tenure in Tanzania (1998).
As Africa moves towards consolidating pan-African unity, there are lessons that can be drawn both from past experience and present initiative towards consolidating regional cooperation in East Africa. The old cooperation was characterized by two major thrusts. On the economic plane, it was trade centered. While on the political plane, it was state driven. Its overall approach was economic rather than political. A useful lesson to the Pan-African vision is that economic unity needs to be based on a complementary of structures. Countries can only cooperate when the issue of economic unity is approached politically. For instance, a common approach to fixing the prices of agricultural exports or repayment of debts can be a genuine basis for cooperation. This requires political decisions.
