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But the project won the support of the Bush administration, especially Michael E. Hess, an assistant administrator at the Agency for International Development, who was previously a risk reviewer and vice president at Citigroup. \"I would like to see it spread,\" he said in an interview from Washington, noting that most American farmers already had insurance in case of drought.

*** Solvency
Insurance can not solve against manmade hunger
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But it\'s difficult to overlook the fact that droughts account for only part of the recurring malnutrition and hunger problem in East Africa. Indeed, mismanagement and corruption are far greater culprits than Mother Nature. \"We can insure ourselves against the weather,\" says WFP employee Ulrich Hess, \"but not against manmade hunger.\"
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Of course, there is still a long way to go before insurance significantly reduces the risk of being poor in Africa. For one thing, conflicts, a major cause of suffering in this part of the world, are harder to predict and thus costlier to insure against. And measuring the impact of drought remains an inexact science.

