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Introduction

Food insecurity in the Greater Horn of Africa places a tremendous strain on the region as a whole. Donations of food take too much time to arrive and are only a temporary solution.  Instead of focusing its aid in the form of surplus food production, the US should provide subsidies for farmers in the Greater Horn of Africa to purchase drought insurance.
Therefore, I stand RESOLVED: That the United States Federal Government should substantially increase assistance to the Greater Horn of Africa in economic development.
Contention 1: INHERENCY

A. USA Aid to World Food Program mostly donations of food
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Already, Washington officials are seeking to overhaul the process by which the USA - WFP's largest donor-donates food aid. Under the current system, most of the donations are purchased from American farmers and sent on US ships. This process has been considered as wasteful and unnecessarily slow. The US Congress is now debating whether to give some of its aid directly to WFP as cash to purchase food locally. Meanwhile, many people both within and outside the agency, are debating whether WFP's current primary role of providing food to people in emergencies still makes sense. "One of the continuing problems for WFP is that it is on a golf course with one club", says Edward Clay, a senior research associate with the Overseas Development Institute in London, UK. Many countries in Asia and Latin America no longer have annual food crises, which is the result of long-term economic development. Emergency food aid tends to be like medical triage without preventive care: in places where WFP does emergency distributions, the problems almost invariably surface again the next year. If WFP had the available funds to focus on development in poor countries before hunger had reached critical proportions, it would be more cost-effective and have an effect in the long term.

B. Donation fatigue stopping Aid
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But donation fatigue has set in internationally, and aid organizations accustomed to collecting millions each time catastrophe strikes have recently found themselves faced with cash shortages. Following a year of tsunamis, hurricanes and earthquakes, it takes truly horrific images to generate enough sympathy to make a difference financially.

Contention 2: HARMS

A. Drought condemns 6 million to death by starvation
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The cattle die first -- and the people follow soon afterwards. And after three years of draught in Kenya's Kajiado region, there's hardly anything left to eat for the large herds belonging to the Massai nomads who live in the area. Government trucks are busy hauling away the corpses to prevent contamination of the little water left in the few wells that haven't yet dried up. For months, international aid organizations have been issuing dire warnings that the relentless drought in East Africa -- the worst in 10 years -- threatens to condemn 6 million Kenyans, Ethiopians and Somalis to death by starvation. The world community is about to face its next humanitarian disaster, says the aid community, and it can only be averted with a rapid infusion of money. "We don't want Kenya to turn into another Niger, where, in 2005, donations didn't start coming in until some of the victims were already dead," says Peter Smerdon, a spokesman for the United Nations World Food Program (WFP).

B. Significant Food wars in Greater Horn of Africa
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Today’s most significant food wars, Cohen told USINFO, can be found in Sudan’s Darfur region; in the greater Horn of Africa region, which encompasses conflicts in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo; and in the disruptions to families displaced by ongoing conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Contention 3: PLAN
Therefore, we stand RESOLVED: That the United States Federal Government should substantially increase assistance to the Greater Horn of Africa in economic development by subsidizing the drought insurance policy of Greater Horn of African countries farmers through the UN World Food Program.

Specifically, the US will switch aid to the UN World Food Program for the Greater Horn from the form of surplus food to provide money to subsidize the purchase of drought insurance by farmers in the Greater Horn of Africa. 
Contention 4: SOLVENCY

A. Ethiopia proves insurance can be offered
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The example of Ethiopia shows the way. In early March, the WFP announced that it had taken out the "world's first insurance policy for humanitarian emergencies" with the French reinsurance company Axa Re. In return for the substantial premium of €772,000, which the UN organization is financing with donations, Axe Re will provide a maximum of €5.8 million in coverage should Ethiopian crops fail. The benefit would only be paid in the event of severe drought.

B. Capital Markets can jump in where aid is insufficient
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But this could soon change. If experts with the World Food Program and the World Bank have their way, future donations for natural disaster victims will no longer depend on the whims of private donors or the political needs of governments, but on agreements with international financial corporations. The plan is to create famine insurance for the Third World. In other words, the capital markets will jump in where donations tend to be insufficient and an insurance policy will protect against draught-induced malnutrition. High finance instead of alms.

C. People will be helped faster with drought insurance
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Rather, the program is aimed at changing the way governments think about emergency aid. If it works, the insurance will get emergency money flowing faster, before the haunting images of dying babies reach television sets. It would also shift the risk from farmers to financiers.

D. Policy can minimize hunger and turn around economy
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"A bold innovation for a hopeless case," is how one European official ironically describes the Ethiopia-Axa Re agreement. The desperately poor country, after all, has depended on aid organizations for decades, but true success has thus far eluded the aid community. Indeed, any new potential cure-all is enough to divert attention away from the many failures. "Wonderful, very promising," enthuses Ethiopia's Minister of Agriculture, Abera Deressa. Not only could the policy minimize hunger in his country, but, he hopes, Ethiopia may once again become a grain exporting country.

