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T Public Health 2AC 

We Meet- Child soldiers denied Health care 

Elliott P. Skinner,  Franz Boaz Professor of Anthropology Columbia University, International Journal on World Peace, BA NYU, PhD Columbia, former ambassador to Upper Volta, Member of the council on foreign relations 6-1-99
    One of the major problems encountered by organizations attempting to rehabilitate the youngsters is the tendency of the children to run back into the conflict. Thomas Sesay, a counselling officer at the Jui camp said: "This is unfortunate because we had succeeded in transforming most of these kids and had reintegrated them into society." The chair of the Civil Liberties Congress, lawyer Sulaiman Banja Tejan-Sie, said that this trend had to be reversed quickly or the situation would get worse. These kids have the temptation of drugs and money and many have lost their parents. Tejan-Sie said that "It is high time someone tells these  soldiers  and rebels to stop recruiting innocent kids." According to sociologist Kama Bangura of the University of Sierra Leone, the children were not just affected by being forced to carry a gun, but the war had disrupted their lives in many ways. Not only had children witnessed the gradual collapse of basic services, but the food distribution had been disrupted, and immunization c ampaigns have been halted, leaving children susceptible to epidemics of measles, typhoid and whooping cough.
PHA should address human rights abuses

Zwi 6 (Anthony Zwi, Professor and Head of the School of Public Health and Community Medicine, and Michael Toole, Head of the Centre for International Health, and Ronald Waldman, Professor of Clinical Population & Family Health, International Public Health, ed Michael Merson, p 503, AG)

In addition to the military and other participants listed earlier in this chapter, other important agencies have emerged in recent years. Organizations that specialize in monitoring, detecting, and publicizing human rights abuses and prosecuting their perpetrators have become increasingly active during CEs. These include the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights; regional organizations such as the Office for Security and Cooperation in Europe; private organizations such as Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and Physicians for Human Rights; and national committees supporting the international war crimes tribunals. In some situations, such as Rwanda in 1994 and Kosovo in 1999, where human rights abuses were extremely common, these organizations have helped ensure that public health assistance programs addressed the sequelae of these abuses.

Narrow interpretations of public health prevent society from addressing serious problems
Bobinski, 2003  -  Professor of Law and Director, Health Law & Policy Institute, University of Houston Law Center (Mary Ann, “SYMPOSIUM: INEQUITIES IN HEALTHCARE: ARTICLE: Health Disparities and the Law: Wrongs in Search of a Right” American Journal of Law & Medicine, 29 Am. J. L. and Med. 363 Lexis)

Part IV concludes that there are great risks to retaining a narrow definition of public health and public health interventions. Among other things, a narrow conception of public health will make it more difficult for society to address serious problems that have a major impact on health status. Part IV concludes that there is little public or governmental support for a more expansive conception of public health. Interventions into behavioral risk factors for poor health status often are stymied by the competing paradigm of personal responsibility. Socioeconomic factors are even less likely to be considered the proper domain of regulation. Health status disparities thus are likely to remain a wrong in search of a right.

A2 International law checks

Hundreds of thousands of African children partake in conflict despite international treaty efforts. 

Troyer 2005 ( Kathryn University of Denver  originally published in The Applied Anthropologist, Volume 25, Number 2, Fall 2005, Pages 135-146. The Mental-Health Needs of Child Soldiers in Uganda: A Case Study of Structural Violence) 

In 1998, an estimated 100,000 child soldiers participated in armed conflict across the African continent. The number today likely is higher. Evidence of child soldiers either in the state military or rebel armed forces has been discovered in the following 15 African countries: Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Liberia, Mozambique, the Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, and Uganda. Six of these African countries (the Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia, Republic of the Congo, Somalia, and Sudan) still have not ratified either the Optional Protocol or the African Charter, while the other nine countries have ratified at least one of the two treaties (Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers 2005a,b,c). Thus, ratification of a treaty to ban child soldiers does not itself assure the protection of children during conflict .Across the continent of Africa, children as young as eight years are participating in armed conflict, whether being “voluntarily” recruited or forced to serve as combatants. In many instances children have been kidnapped from their homes, orphanages, schools, or on the roads, and forced to fight in armed conflict or be killed. Others are coerced to join the armed forces for reasons of self-protection or protection of their family, a lack of economic resources or access to an education, or to attain the societal status of a soldier (Brett and Specht 2004). Children from lower economic backgrounds and rural areas, or those who have been separated from their families, are more likely to become child soldiers. Children may first serve as porters, cooks, messengers, and spies; but almost all children eventually are forced to be combatants. Their lack of training and inexperience makes them vulnerable on the battlefields. Girls often become sex slaves for other soldiers, especially ones at higher ranks (Machel 2005). Child soldiers may be preferred to adult soldiers for the following reasons: They are seen as easily replaceable, they can hide in small places, they might seem innocent to the enemy, they are more submissive and loyal to their commanders, they can be easily indoctrinated, and they can be less remorseful and more brutal than adults. In addition, the availability of low-cost, small, lightweight weapons has increased the prevalence of child soldiers because children can easily carry and learn to load such weapons (Boyden 2003). Uganda is a good example of how child soldiers have been used extensively in the state military and the rebel forces within the last two decades.
International law places minimum ages at fifteen.

Stuart Maslin (Coordinator of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers.) 1999 “The Use of Children as Soldiers in Africa.” Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers.  http://www.reliefweb.int/library/documents/chilsold.htm. 

The overwhelming majority of African States set 18 as the minimum age for recruitment, whether voluntary or through conscription. Indeed South Africa is in the process of increasing its minimum age for voluntary recruitment to 18 (conscription has already been abolished) and Mauritania may also be raising its minimum age from 16 to 18. In Angola, however, a country severely affected by the phenomenon of child soldiers, the government recently reduced the age of conscription to 17 years. Given the lack of systematic birth registration, even younger children are inevitably recruited even if the will to prevent underage recruitment existed. Moreover, reducing the minimum age of conscription to 17 is currently lawful since international law sets 15 as the international minimum age. Burundi and Rwanda have the lowest legal recruitment ages on the African continent, seemingly 15 or 16 years for volunteers, although Uganda has formerly claimed to accept children with the apparent age of 13 to be enrolled with parental consent. In Chad, parental consent appears to allow the minimum age of 18 to be effectively reduced. Concerns also exist as to legislation in Botswana, Kenya, and Zambia where children with the ‘apparent age of 18’ can lawfully be recruited. Libya appears to accept volunteers at 17 years, if not younger. In South Africa, in a state of emergency, children of 15 years of age or above can be used directly in armed conflict by virtue of the Constitution. Finally, legislation in Mozambique, a country whose past has seen widespread use of child soldiers, specifically allows the armed forces to change the minimum conscription age — 18 — in time of war.
Despite violation of resolutions against child soldiers, parties continue to violate these provisions to protect children.

Namrita Talwar, staff writer, “Fostering Terror:  Child Soldier Crisis in Uganda,” UN Chronicle, June-August 2004, Accessed June 26, 2007, jk http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1309/is_2_41/ai_n9778536

In its continuing efforts to combat the growing menace of using children as soldiers, the United Nations Security Council adopted resolution 1539 (2004) on 22 April, recalling States' responsibilities to "end the impunity and to prosecute those responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other egregious crimes penetrated against children." The resolution also calls upon parties to "prepare within three months concrete time-bound action plans to halt recruitment and use of children in violation of the international obligations applicable to them". Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the enlistment of children under 15 years of age or using them to participate actively in hostilities is classified as a war crime, while the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child requires States parties to set a minimum age of 18 for compulsory recruitment and participation in hostilities.  Although various advances have been made for the protection of children affected by armed conflict, particularly in the areas of advocacy, the resolution notes a lack of overall "progress on the ground", where parties to the conflict continue to violate relevant provisions of the international laws aimed at protecting these children.
AT: Its voluntary

False
Mike Wessells, professor of psychology at Randolph-Macon College in Virginia, is a former president of the Division of Peace Psychology of the American Psychological Association. He has done extensive consulting on conflict resolution and healing the wounds of war, particularly in Sierra Leone and Angola. BAS 11-21-97
Coercion aside, children may join the military for security, a pressing need for unaccompanied children who are vulnerable to nearly every kind of threat. Desperation for food or medical care often drives children into military life. The military may offer children the only path to wages to support themselves or their families. For these reasons, it is meaningless to ever speak of children's involvement in the military as strictly "voluntary."

AT: Kids are no Threat 

Child soldiers are extremely dangerous

UPI 6-18-02
   "The core dilemma of  child soldiers  is as thorny as it comes for professional military forces," Singer said, "To put it very simply, troops put into this situation face real, serious threats from opponents who they would generally rather not harm."
   Some changes would include stopping the practice of letting children (assumed to be harmless) mingle among guard pickets, and starting to put children through the same scrutiny as adults at checkpoints, said Singer.

   "Tactical leaders must be aware that just because they are children, this does not prevent them from launching sophisticated ambushes, surprise attacks, and even large scale wave attacks," Singer said. "Moreover,  child soldiers  tend to operate with terrifying audacity, often taking risks that adult  soldiers,  professional  soldiers,  might not take.
Education Key

Education is essential 

JO BECKER  child  rights advocacy director for Human Rights Watch NPR 7-2-03
   Ms. BECKER: It really depends on how the society responds to the  child   soldiers.   A bad example is Liberia.  In the previous conflict before the recent upsurge, there were thousands of children that were demobilized very quickly but not given adequate assistance in really going back to school or getting job training for other jobs.  And as a result when conflict emerged again in West Africa, these same children were quickly re-recruited.  But in other cases, children can find another life that they prefer to picking up the gun.  If they have a chance to go back to school, if they have a chance to learn to be, you know, a seamstress, a carpenter, a computer technician, whatever it is, the cycle can be broken.  I've gotten to know a young man who is now in the United States after being a  child soldier  for years in Sierra Leone.  He's studying political science now at a college in Ohio and is completely committed to going back to his country and building it peacefully into a stronger nation.
   NEARY: So would you say education is the key to rehabilitation?

   Ms. BECKER: Education is absolutely the key and helping children find other alternatives besides picking up the gun.  They need to be able to make a productive life for themselves, earn some money without joining an armed group.
Children become soldiers because it is more attractive than the alternative. Increasing education and training, would stop the increase. 

UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2003, ("Afghanistan: Eight Thousand Children Under Arms Look for a Future”, http://www.irinnews.org/webspecials/childsoldiers/Afghanistan031203.asp#top., December)
Child soldiers are often abducted from their homes, schools or communities and forced into combat, whether by government forces, rebel groups or paramilitary militias. Sometimes they are accepted as 'volunteers', although UNICEF makes the point that few children who join armies are really 'volunteers': minors who are forced to fight are often poor, illiterate and from rural or otherwise marginalised communities. In such circumstances, signing up with fighting groups may seem more attractive than the dismal alternatives.
Zaralam, a 14-year-old military policeman near the southern Afghan city of Kandahar, told IRIN that life was tough but that he had had to join the "army" to earn some money for his family. He is one of at least 8,000 children believed to be under arms in Afghanistan, many in the pay of regional warlords.
Even a little education, vocational training - and therefore opportunity - can make children more independent and less susceptible to military recruitment, according to UNICEF. Propaganda and ideological 'brainwashing' can also lure children into the ranks of armed forces.

Child soldiers are increasing, and those children are not getting educated—Afghanistan proves

Stohl, 2001(Rachel, CDI analyst, Center for Defense Information, "Children on the Front Line:  Child   Soldiers  in Afghanistan," October 15, 2001, http://www.edi.org/friendlyversion/printversion.cfm?documentID?2038.)
Many other children in Afghanistan are feeling the affects of war first hand, as soldiers. On Oct. 2, 2001, The New York Times reported provisional commander, Fazil Ahmend Azimi, saying, "It's been three decades of our people going backward in terms of education. We have young boys that are more familiar with a gun than with school." Children in Afghanistan "have been raised in a highly militarized 'kalishnikov culture;' in schools both inside the country and refugee camps, textbooks and teaching methods have used images of tanks, guns and bullets in mathematics and reading classes." But pictures in books are not the only kind of violence these children witness. 

The use of children by the warring parties is not new to Afghanistan. Many young boys fought against the Soviet invasion and have since remained in a war-fighting capacity. Recruitment and use of children to participate in war continues today. A new report prepared by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers highlights patterns of child recruitment by the Taliban, United Front (Northern Alliance) and other warring factions in Afghanistan.
Education Key

--- Education is shown to improve the quality of lives of former child soldiers. 

Keairns, 2002 (Yvonne E. is a psychology consultant for child solders, “The Voices of Girl Child Soldiers”
 Quakers United Nations, http://www.quno.org/newyork/Resources/QUNOchildsoldiers.pdf)
All of the girls came to realize the importance of education and recognized that it provided an avenue to some degree of self-sufficiency. This was true even for those girls who had received very little formal education. School attendance also gave them some relief from social isolation from their peers. Prior to becoming a child soldier the value of going to school and studying had to be measured against the need to care for younger siblings, caring for ailing parents or grandparents, working to provide for the family’s survival needs and paying for school and its related costs. The educational environment experienced prior to becoming a child soldier varied widely and often focused on punishment when the girls did not perform well or were weak in a subject, and they felt humiliated or stupid. The girls frequently felt as though they were failing their teachers, parents or themselves. Encouragement and support for continued study was in very short supply. 
Education is a critical part of rehabilitation post-trauma for child soldiers. 

UNICEF 1996 (Report of Graça Machel- Expert of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, “Impact of Armed Conflict on Children” http://www.un.org/rights/concerns.htm#flight)
Education has a crucial preventive and rehabilitative part to play in fulfilling the needs and rights of children in conflict and post-conflict situations. Education also serves much broader functions. It gives shape and structure to children's lives and can instil community values, promote justice and respect for human rights and enhance peace, stability and interdependence. 

Unfortunately, not even schools are safe from attack during times of armed conflict. In rural areas the school building may be the only substantial permanent structure, making it highly susceptible to shelling, closure or looting. Often, local teachers are prime targets because they are important community members or because they may hold strong political views. The destruction of education networks represents one of the greatest developmental setbacks for countries affected by armed conflict. Lost education and vocational skills take years to replace, making the overall task of postwar recovery even more difficult. 

If countries continue to employ four times as many soldiers as teachers, education and social systems will remain fragile and inadequate, and Governments will continue to fail children and break the promises made to them through ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. -Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, United Nations, 1996.
During armed conflicts, fear and disruption make it difficult to create an atmosphere conducive to learning, and the morale of both teachers and pupils is likely to be low. As conflicts drag on for months or even years, economic and social conditions suffer and educational opportunities become more limited or even cease to exist altogether. Sometimes, even when educational opportunities exist in war-torn areas, parents may be reluctant to send their children to school. They may be afraid that the children will not be safe while they are on their way to and from school, or during classes. Mothers and fathers may need their children to work in the fields, in shops or at home caring for the youngest children. 

Educational activity must be established as a priority component of all humanitarian assistance. When children have been forced to leave their homes and are crowded into displaced persons camps, establishing schooling systems as soon as possible reassures everyone by signaling a degree of stability and a return to normal roles and relationships within the family and community. Refugee children can sometimes attend regular schools in host countries, as provided for in international law, though very few get the opportunity to do so. Some host Governments refuse to provide -- or to allow international agencies to provide -- educational activity for refugee children. The efforts of United Nations agencies and other organizations to meet the educational service needs of children affected by conflict require significantly increased support.


Generic Solvency
Counseling is especially key to help girl child soldiers

UNICEF 96 (“Children in War”, The State of the World’s Children: 1996, http://www.unicef.org/sowc96/2csoldrs.htm)
In the midst of conflict, specific community-based measures are necessary to monitor the situation and needs of girls and women and especially to ensure their security because of the terrible threat they face of sexual violence and rape. Traumatized girls and women urgently need education and counselling. Because in times of conflict women's economic burdens are greater, access to skills training, credit and other resources must be secured. Education, women's rights legislation and actions to strengthen women's decision-making roles in their families and communities are all needed, both before and after conflicts.

A better attempt at rehabilitation and demobilization is needed to prevent psychosocial damage and trauma

UNICEF 96 (“Children in War”, The State of the World’s Children: 1996, http://www.unicef.org/sowc96/2csoldrs.htm)
A much more deliberate effort needs to be made to demobilize both adult and child soldiers and rebuild communities so as to offer not just respite but also reconciliation. An important part of rehabilitation must be to address the psychosocial damage that children suffer. 

Education for peace

Disputes may be inevitable, but violence is not. To prevent continued cycles of conflict, education must seek to promote peace and tolerance, not fuel hatred and suspicion. 

UNICEF is committed to mobilizing whatever resources are necessary in pursuit of these goals wherever conflicts break out. It is the singular characteristic of warfare in our time that children suffer most. But that only makes the task more urgent. Without minimizing the difficulty, we are confident that children's needs can be met even in the midst of the inferno of war. However dreadful the armed conflict, the death and suffering of children cannot be tolerated. 

Children need be the victims of war only if there is no will to prevent it. Experiences in dozens of conflicts confirm that extraordinary actions have been taken and can be taken to protect and provide for children. Our Anti-war Agenda is intended to expand the scale and scope of those efforts, and we will direct much of UNICEF's future activities to this all-important end.

Providing aid to create demobilization and rehabilitation programs are key to solve the child soldiers problem

Tate 03 (Tony, researcher in the Human Right’s Watch Children Division, edited by Michael Bochenek and Lois Whitman, Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Fighters: Child Soldiers in Angola”, Vol. 15, No. 10(A), April 2003, http://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/angola0403/)
To Donor Countries to Angola

Provide technical and financial assistance to the Angolan government in creating demobilization and

rehabilitation programs that are appropriate to children. Donors should be sure to examine past

experience in Angola and examples from other countries in Africa when seeking to improve the

functioning of programs, and should ensure that girls are included in the process.

Use diplomatic and all appropriate means to pressure the government to ensure that no children under

eighteen years serve in the Angolan armed forces.

Continue to assist humanitarian agencies working in Angola to protect and care for children affected by

the conflict. Where appropriate, insist that funding for programs that assist former child soldiers provide

for their specific psychosocial and rehabilitation needs.

As a requirement for further assistance, donors should insist that the government publish all sources of

revenues with details of incoming revenues and outgoing expenditures and a budget that contains no

substantial unexplained discrepancies. In particular, these provisions should be stringently adhered to for

programs related to children.

AT Solvency mitigation

Even if we don’t solve it’s important to take action.

Nora Boustany, November 5, 2006,Washington Post Foreign Service Reporter, “Tribunal to Debut with Congo Case,” lexis

By June of this year, a government commission had demobilized 19,054 children, Amnesty said. At least 11,000 children are still with armed groups and unaccounted for, remaining a reservoir of firepower for armed forces primed to resume hostilities, Amnesty and Bensouda said. "Regardless of the outcome of the proceedings" against Lubanga, "this case represents a huge step in the struggle against these serious crimes against children," chief prosecutor Luis-Moreno Ocampo declared in August. "Since the Nuremberg trials, this grand experiment is the next evolution in international law. It is the first such stand against this torrent of history," Prendergast said of the Congo case. He cautioned that imperfections remain and that the court would have to find ways to go after "arms linkages and arms deliverers so culpable of intensifying the conflict," even though evidence will be hard to produce.

Without our call to action, the violence will never cease.

Amalia Fawcett Webster University Geneva THE CHILDREN'S CRUSADE: REPAIRING THE SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE ON CHILD SOLDIERS IN ORDER TO RESTORE PEACE TO THEIR COMMUNITIES Refugee Survey Quarterly, Vol. 18, No. 3, 1999 http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/reprint/18/3/68.pdf
According to various studies the problem is relatively widespread. The January edition of the Yale Review which placed the total at 200,000 worldwide, warns that this is a conservative estimate. Although the numbers seem relatively small, the fact that the problem is so widespread means that it has the potential to continuously expand as each generation is taught by the one that was previously scarred. Therefore, these children will always be a risk to the restoration of peace. The sources which I am using have cited Guatemala, Chechnya, Ethiopia, Rwanda Mozambique, South Africa, Northern Ireland, Palestine, the US, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Angola, Liberia and Uganda as those contributing to the continuation of cyclic violence. Without international outcry there is little hope that the people and organisations that are trying to reduce the use of armed children to further the cause of national identity or obtain political autonomy will receive the support they need. Nor will those who are attempting to rehabilitate the children who have been used thus. The fact is that when a conflict has died down, the cameras get turned off. Unfortunately the suffering does not. It is the children that carry the bitterness on to future decades, generations and conflicts. Without funding little can be done to stop this cycle.
AT Economic action is also necessary

Education provides route to employment and normalizes life for former victims.

Graça Machel, Expert of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, October 5, 2006, “Impact of Armed Conflict on Children”, UNICEF and United Nations, Date Accessed: June 29, 2007, http://www.un.org/rights/concerns.htm,DC  

The process of reintegration must help children establish new foundations in life. Re-establishing contact with the family and the community is important for former child soldiers who have grown up away from their families and who have been deprived of many of the normal opportunities for physical, emotional and intellectual development. Providing educational and vocational opportunities for former child combatants may prevent them from rejoining military units, and at the same time improve the economic security of their families. For a former child soldier, an education is more than a route to employment. It can also help to normalize life and to develop an identity separate from that of the soldier. A difficulty to be faced is the likelihood that former combatants may have fallen far behind in their schooling, and may be placed in classes with much younger children. Specific measures may be required, such as establishing special classes for former child soldiers, who can then be reintegrated into regular schools.

More evidence

Africa Recovery, “The road from soldier back to child”, October 2001,  http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/vol15no3/153chil2.htm, Date Accessed: June 29, 2007, Vol.15 #3, October 2001, page 10, DC

Even community reintegration will not be sufficient if the children are unable to go to school or have other ways to acquire skills, jobs or financial opportunities, leaving them vulnerable to re-recruitment by armed factions. "The best way to support a child is to provide him with education and an opportunity for an income," insists Mr. Legrand. But in severely war-torn countries such as Sierra Leone, "we are most of the time dealing with communities where all basic services have been disrupted."

AT Therapy fails now

Therapy for child soldiers exists, but it is under-developed; and this therapy ignores local beliefs

Edward C. Green, Ph.D. and Alcinda Honwana, Ph. D., “Indigenous Healing of War-Affected Children in Africa,” Africa Policy E-Journal, July 1999, Accessed June 27, 2007, jk

http://www.africaaction.org/docs99/viol9907.htm

In recent years, UNICEF, USAID, and various private, voluntary organizations such as Save the Children and the Christian Children's Fund have developed various types of so-called psycho-social programs to assist war-affected children. Yet therapeutic techniques for war-affected children remain at a very preliminary stage of development. It is not known to what extent western psychotherapeutic techniques for PTSD which were originally developed to treat American veterans of the Vietnam war would be appropriate and effective for children in Africa and other less-developed areas.  One of the concerns with the PTSD is the very notion of post-traumatic stress disorder. In these contexts, it is problematic to talk about trauma as the past (post), if one understands the notion of violence to be broader than direct exposure to war situations (military attacks, landmines, etc.), and to encompass spheres like poverty, hunger, displacement and the like. Another concern with the PTSD lies in its therapeutic techniques which are centered on the individual patient. Such focus ignores local beliefs in the role that ancestral and malevolent spiritual forces play in the causation and healing of the affliction. It also undermines family and community involvement and active participation in the healing process.

AT No professionals on location

Local high quality therapists can be trained to diagnose, and treat, mental health disorders.

Elbert and Neuner 2005(Frank Neuner physiotherapist, Thomas Elbert professor of Clinical and neural psychology at the university of Konstanz Germany Setting up Mental Health Provision by Building Local Capacity: The Case of Nakivale - Epidemiological and Treatment Outcomes)

The results and discussions of work accomplished within the Nakivale project are presented in full in subsequent chapters. However, in conclusion, it can be said that this project proved that local interviewers with only basic skills, could, through a high level of training, obtain highly accurate data, and even correctly diagnose a major mental health disorder. In more than 80% of cases, the local interviewers arrived at the same diagnosis for PTSD using the PDS, as did the expert psychologists who validated the same interviews using the CIDI. The validations confirmed that the local-language translations of the clinical instruments could be relied upon for accurate diagnoses - an innovative finding. The treatment study revealed that both NET and Trauma Counseling could be taught to refugees with only basic skills, over a short period of time, and that the trainees could acquire basic therapeutic skills even without the benefit of a specialized education. They in turn were able to treat fellow clinically traumatized refugees over a short term (4-6 sessions of no more than 2 hours each). After six to eight weeks of training, the local therapists were able to work autonomously for six months (May-October 2003) with only twice-monthly supervision, in which time they completed 196 treatments. Each therapist spent more than 150 hours conducting treatments in both NET and Trauma Counseling with over 25 different patients. This structure proved to be self-propelling and sustainable and was only concluded because the treatment outcomes had be evaluated before a large scale implementation of any of the treatment forms could be ethically justified.

AT Local resistance

Africans still see the US as significant even though tangible US influence is down.

International Herald Tribune (online news) December 31, 2006 “Letter from Africa: US influence dwindles on a restless continent” http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/31/news/jan1letter.php
"The actual ability of the U.S. to influence circumstances on the ground in Africa has declined dramatically," said Michael Clough, a former director of the Africa program of the Council on Foreign Relations. "But the symbolic significance of the United States is still there. So we become the perfect target."

America’s image in Africa is low now – assistance can only help.

MVEMBA PHEZO DIZOLELE, UPI, January 3, 2005, "Eye on Africa: U.S. must live its ideals," 6/29/07, 

America has been on the wrong side of Africa's history for too long. For years, the United States supported Africa's colonizers and helped undermine independence movements. For another 30 years, America propped up dictators against their fellow citizens to win the Cold War. Today, the United States still misses the mark. In this time of war on terror, the United States talks a new language but struts the same old gangster walk. From Djibouti to Uganda to Chad to Senegal, the United States runs military programs, acquiring new bases. Missing is an equally aggressive program for economic and political development. We still engage Africa the Cold War way - a sure way to failure in this new war. Half of Africa's population lives on less than one dollar a day. Very high unemployment rates in many countries leave millions scrambling for survival. According to UNAIDS, 66 percent of the 38 million infected with HIV/AIDS worldwide live in Africa. Ethiopia alone counts 1.2 million AIDS orphans.  Because of the lack of resources and opportunities, AIDS has created a new permanent underclass, adding to the growing frustration and despair. Unless we aggressively address their needs, these orphans will be the next generation of child soldiers or perhaps worse. Should we fail to solve this one challenge, we will come face to face with these children again under very unpleasant circumstances and on their terms. As King said, "like so many experiences of the past we are confronted with blasted hopes, and the dark shadow of disappointment settled on us."  Freedom is not America's gift to the world; it is every human's God-given right. Like the demonstrators in Birmingham, Selma or Atlanta, millions of Africans yearn for freedom and human dignity. As a nation, the United States fails to appreciate their determination. Our sweetened diplomatic speeches fall short of their goal. From Egypt to Angola to Congo, they want freedom now: political and economic. Like King's freedom riders, they cannot wait.  Perhaps it is no coincidence that Osama bin Laden chose Africa as one of the first battlegrounds in his campaign against the United States. In August 1998, his lieutenants simultaneously bombed U.S. embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, killing 258 and injuring more than 5,000. These are not Islamic states. Kenya is 78 percent Christian, and Tanzania's continental Tanganyika is only 35 percent Muslim.  With its poverty and frustrated populations, Africa remains a fertile recruiting ground for the likes of bin Laden.  It is a major mistake for the United States to take the Africans for granted. A new generation of African children developed their first image of America through the Abu Ghraib Prison pictures. Time is one commodity neither the Africans nor the Americans possess.  The world's downtrodden cannot wait for freedom and democracy. Neither can we. America needs to reexamine its policies and purify its soul. We are as safe as the relationship we build around the world. 

AT: Families don’t want them back 

Families are very accepting of former soldiers- they can be integrated into the community 
. FRANCES FORTUNE  West Africa director for the non-profit organization Search for Common Ground NPR 7-2-03
Ms. FORTUNE: Well, I think there's no simple answer to that.  You know, families are always happy to have their children back, I have to say, number one.  However, you know, this is a country that's been through 10 years of war, and everybody's struggling with poverty conditions and having another mouth to feed is often very difficult.  And often, the  child  who left or who was abducted, because the family often couldn't protect them, is not the  child  who comes back and, you know, that's often very difficult.  But on the whole, I think that society has been very accepting of young kids coming back into the mix of schools and, you know, the other kinds of things that are available for them.  I think generally, the society has been very accepting, because realizing that these kids are actually victims, you know.
AT Can’t afford help

The Low cost of localized treatment makes it possible for millions to receive mental health treatment.

Elbert and Neuner 2005(Frank Neuner physiotherapist, Thomas Elbert professor of Clinical and neural psychology at the university of Konstanz Germany Setting up Mental Health Provision by Building Local Capacity: The Case of Nakivale - Epidemiological and Treatment Outcomes)

Since each therapist was reimbursed the equivalent of 90 euros every four weeks and treated an average of 5 patients every four weeks (4-6 patients each) for between 4-6 sessions of up to two hours each, each treatment course was at a cost of 18 euros. While this figure was arbitrary due to financial constraints, it still goes to prove what inexpensive effective trauma treatment could mean for millions of traumatised people earth-wide, especially in resource-challenged areas like Africa. Long-term, expensive, personnel-intensive and highly specialized trauma treatments, however effective, can simply not begin to address the magnitude of the crisis. Mental health models that build local capacity in order to assist traumatised patients in low-income countries are herby shown to be feasible. As of September 2004, as a result of this project, a multi-site, independent outpatient clinic offering treatment to traumatised refugees and run by the lay refugee therapists and interviewers trained during this project has been in operation. Thus far, over 40 treatments have been completed, at minimal costs and with minimal expert supervision and support.
AT: Refugee PMN 

Refugee problem small 

ANWEN HUGHES, SENIOR COUNSEL AFFILIATION: HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST CQ  Congressional Testimony  4-24-07
   Among those who seek the protection of asylum or refugee status are a small number of former  child soldiers.  International humanitarian law and human rights law prohibit the recruitment and use of children as soldiers and in other combat-related roles.

AT: Econ DA Turns the Case 

Vera Achvarina and Simon F. Reich; Vera Achvarina is a doctoral candidate at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) at the University of Pittsburgh.  Simon F. Reich is Director of the Ford Institute for Human Security at the University of Pittsburgh and Professor of International Affairs at GSPIA.  International Security Summer 2006 
This generalized argument lacks systematic explanatory power. Singer claims, for example, that even when today's rich countries were poor, they did not extensively use  child soldiers.  n30 And as one Quaker United Nations Office report succinctly stated, "Poverty is often cited as the cause of  child  soldiering. This is too simplistic. There are many more poor children who do not become  child soldiers  than do, even in war zones. What is true is that children who are not living in poverty rarely become  child soldiers. " n31 Furthermore, although many experts agree that poverty plays some role, they do not address the issue of how variations in poverty rates influence  child   soldier  participation rates. If these claims are true, then there must be other factors that explain the large-scale use of  child soldiers.

AT: Small Arms Turns Case 

False 

Vera Achvarina and Simon F. Reich; Vera Achvarina is a doctoral candidate at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) at the University of Pittsburgh.  Simon F. Reich is Director of the Ford Institute for Human Security at the University of Pittsburgh and Professor of International Affairs at GSPIA.  International Security Summer 2006 
The small arms argument, however, suffers from four problems. First, one could argue that the globalization of small arms coupled with their technological innovation may in large part explain the third element on Singer's list -- criminalized violence. The brutality of the violence is unquestionable. The 1990s was the first decade of the twentieth century where deaths in intrastate wars outnumbered those from interstate wars. Gangs masquerading as armies in fragile states gained easy access to arms, and thus the opportunity to assert themselves. How they could have done so without the innovation and globalization of cheap small arms would be difficult to imagine. A new form of violence therefore seems almost inevitable in this context: a shift from the superficially "clinical" methods of targeted bombings in interstate wars to the intense ground combat, practice of looting, and increased propensity for ethnic cleansing evident in intrastate wars. Criminalized violence is therefore not independent of the other processes described by Singer, but a product of them.

Second, the lightness of small arms led Singer to suggest that small children can handle these weapons "as easily and effectively as adults." n42 But this may not always be true. Singer quotes an unnamed former  child soldier  who has been trained to avoid injury from the recoil of a submachine gun. But the recoil is often still powerful enough to limit such a weapon's effectiveness in the hands of children. A gun hanging from the neck of a  child  is clearly intimidating, but that does not necessarily ensure that a  child  can employ the weapon as intended.

Third, Singer contradicts his own argument that small arms are of central explanatory importance by focusing on the use of children in auxiliary roles such as logistics or as spies and sex slaves. n43 Additionally, he discusses their propensity to be sacrificed by military commanders as "cannon fodder." n44 They are often sent into battle unarmed as a diversionary tactic because of shortages of weapons or ammunition, which Singer identifies as so essential to their growth in numbers in the first place.

Finally, a lack of data means that operationalizing small arms sales for the purpose of a quantitative test designed to establish a causal linkage is extremely difficult. We located official statistics on arms sales to individual countries, but they provide only a partial picture, given the extensive volume of the illicit arms trade market. Figures on this trade are difficult to obtain and notoriously unreliable; they fail to take into account indirect transfers through neighboring countries by rebel force purchases, and tend to omit long-term transfers resulting from past proxy wars.

AT Imperialism

Capacity building allows for local autonomy, the international community should support the process by training care givers.

Elbert and Neuner 2005(Frank Neuner physiotherapist, Thomas Elbert professor of Clinical and neural psychology at the university of Konstanz Germany Setting up Mental Health Provision by Building Local Capacity: The Case of Nakivale - Epidemiological and Treatment Outcomes http://deposit.ddb.de/cgi-bin/dokserv?idn=978483324&dok_var=d1&dok_ext=pdf&filename=978483324.pdf)

Maynard (1999) outlines a sequence of five steps for rebuilding community cohesion; 1) establishing safety, 2) communalization and bereavement, 3) rebuilding trust and the capacity to trust, 4) re-establishing personal and social morality and 5) reintegration and restoration of political discourse (Maynard, 1999). These phases build on each other and are based on interpersonal communication as well as individual and community participation. Obviously, this is difficult to attempt as long as a critical mass of the population labours under severe psychiatric illness. Maynard underlines the importance of capacity use and capacity building in this process, which she defines as “the process of utilizing and increasing the local population’s ability to provide for itself, manage operations, make decisions and locate resources.” Building the ability of local communities to provide for themselves can decrease dependency on foreign sources by relying instead on regional specialists and supplies. It can also build chains of responsibility and authority, as well as the accountability and reciprocity of the said authorities. Capacity-building also elevates the regional status of the community and its members through their own resourcefulness and independence. Trust develops through the increased interaction, number and duration of cross-group participatory contact. This helps weaken stereotypes as well as generate self-esteem and empowerment through participation in and responsibility for community programs. The resulting community commitment and renewed interdependence raises the threshold for a return to conflict. International organizations can best support this process by offering training and system development. Training primary caregivers (such as teachers, health personnel, family members), government officials, women’s groups, social workers and others especially in psychosocial rehabilitation helps reduce the guardianship burden on society and free resources for further community building (Engel et al., 2003; Williams, Obonyo, & Annan, 2001).
AT: HR K

Universal human rights, despite its shortcomings, are the sole language which many of the world who suffer most can voice their demands. It is deployed daily by hundreds of millions in the struggle against violence

Baxi, Professor of Law at the University of Warwick & Dean of the Faculty of Law at Delhi University, 1998 [Upendra, “Voices of Suffering and the Future of Human Rights,”  8 Transnat'l L. & Contemp. Probs. 125, l/n]

Much of the Twentieth Century, especially its later half, will be recalled as an "Age of Human Rights." No preceding century of human history  n1 has been privileged to witness a profusion of human rights enunciations on a global scale. Never before have the languages of human rights sought to supplant all other ethical languages. No preceding century has witnessed the proliferation of human rights norms and standards as a core aspect of what may be called "the politics of intergovernmental desire." Never before has this been a discourse so varied and diverse that it becomes necessary to publish and update regularly, through the unique discursive instrumentality of the United Nations system, in ever exploding volumes of fine print, the various texts of instruments relating to human rights.  n2 The Secretary-General of the United Nations was perhaps right to observe (in his inaugural remarks at the  1993 Vienna Conference on Human Rights) that human rights constitute a "common language of humanity."  n3 Indeed, it would be true to say that, in some ways, a human rights sociolect has emerged, in this era of the end of ideology, as the only universal ideology in the making, enabling both the legitimation of power and the praxis of emancipatory politics.  n4

At the same time, the Twentieth Century has been tormented by its own innovations in the politics of cruelty. The echoes of Holocaust and Hiroshima-Nagasaki suffering vibrate in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  n5 as well as in the millennial dream of turning swords into ploughshares. But the politics of cruelty continue even as sonorous declarations on human rights proliferate. A distinctively European contribution to recent history, the politics of organized intolerance and ethnic cleansing, has been universalized in the "killing fields" of post-colonial experience. The early, middle, and late phases of the Cold War  n6 orchestrated prodigious human suffering as well as an exponential growth of human rights enunciations. And if Cold War practices were deeply violative of basic human rights, post-Cold War practices--for example, "ethnic wars"--are no less so.  n7

Still, though not radically ameliorative of here-and-now suffering, international human rights standards and norms empower peoples' movements and conscientious policy-makers everywhere to question political practices. That, to my mind, is an inestimable potential of human rights languages, not readily available in previous centuries. Human rights languages are all that we have to interrogate the barbarism of power, even when these remain inadequate to humanize fully the barbaric practices of politics.
In this essay, I ponder the future of human rights, a future that is periclated by a whole variety of developments in theory and practice. I do so by addressing seven critical themes: first, the genealogies of human rights, both "modern" and "contemporary," their logics of exclusion and inclusion, and the construction of ideas about "human"; second, the realities of the overproduction of human rights norms and standards, and their significance for human rights futures; third, the politics of difference and identity, which views human rights as having not just an emancipative potential but also a repressive one; fourth, the post-modernist suspicion of the power to tell large global stories (the "meta-narratives") which carries the potential of converting human rights languages into texts or tricks of governance; fifth, the resurfacing of arguments about ethical and cultural relativism interrogating the politics of universality of human rights, making possible, in good conscience, toleration of vast stretches of human suffering; sixth, the danger of conversion of human rights movements into human rights markets; and seventh, the emergence, with the forces and relations of "globalization" (attested to by such dominant ideologies as "economic rationalism," "good governance," and "structural adjustment"), of a trade-related, market-friendly paradigm of human rights seeking to supplant the paradigm of the Universal Declaration. 

In addressing these themes, I take it as axiomatic that the historic mission of "contemporary" human rights is to give voice to human suffering, to make it visible, and to ameliorate it. The notion that human rights regimes may, or ought to, contribute to the "pursuit of happiness" remains the privilege of a miniscule of humanity. For hundreds of millions of the "wretched of the earth," n8 human rights enunciations matter, if at all, only if they provide shields against torture and tyranny, deprivation and destitution, pauperization and powerlessness, desexualization and degradation.  

AT: Child Focus K 

 Must focus on children- circumstances make them uniquely vulnerable

ANWEN HUGHES, SENIOR COUNSEL AFFILIATION: HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST CQ  Congressional Testimony  4-24-07
For  child soldiers,  this means that neither their youth, nor the involuntariness of their conscription, nor the fact that they acted under circumstances that any reasonable person would consider to be duress, nor any of the other circumstances that might exculpate them, will protect them against the reflexive and categorical application of these bars to protection. This interpretation places the relevant provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act in direct conflict with international law, which requires that exclusion from refugee protection be based on individual responsibility (requiring personal involvement, with intent and knowledge, and in the absence of defenses) for an excludable act, with the goal of excluding only those who made a knowing moral choice to do what they did. The fact that children are ill-equipped to make such choices is part of the reason armies choose to conscript them. Immature, physically vulnerable, and easily manipulated, they are generally unable to refuse the orders they are given. Children targeted for conscription are often among the most vulnerable children in their societies to start with. Many are abducted into government or rebel armies, and maintained there by threat of force or by the sight of what happens to other children who try to escape.
They are often drugged to numb their fear or their resistance to the violence they are forced to engage in. Under the Refugee Convention and under a reasonable interpretation of our immigration statutes, all of these circumstances ought to be taken into consideration as possible exceptions or defenses to their exclusion from protection. Instead, the prevailing U.S. government interpretations would treat them as adults before their time, and thrust them into a system where adults are being excluded without regard for the degree of culpability for their wrongdoing.

JEFFREY KRILLA, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY AFFILIATION: DEPARTMENT OF STATE- Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor Department of State, Congressional Testimony 4-26-06
   The 2005 Country Report on Human Rights Practices for Uganda stated approximately 38,000 children have been abducted by the LRA during the past 20 years and forced into roles as soldiers, laborers, and sex slaves. An estimated 85 percent of LRA captives are children and most are between the ages of 11 to 16. These children are forced to fight as rebels and participate in the killing of civilians, including other children. We know that children suffer higher casualties in battle than adults, and often emerge from conflicts with greater physical and psychological challenges. In September 2005, the International Criminal Court (ICC) indicted Kony and several of his commanders on charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including enslavement and sexual enslavement, enlisting children into armed forces, and cruel treatment of civilians . The U.S. government has also designated the LRA as a terrorist organization.

AT: UN CP

Child Soldiers are Defined as Terrorists by the United States which prevents action.

Kenneth Roth, director of Human Rights Watch, April 24, 2007, “Causalities of War” http://64.233.167.104/search?q=cache:ZVqaIjRmluwJ:judiciary.senate.gov/testimony.cfm%3Fid%3D2712%26wit_id%3D6395+child+soldiers+united+states+inaction&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=5&gl=us, date accessed 6/29/07

I want to address the unintended consequences of US immigration laws that are defining current and former child soldiers as "terrorists" and barring their admission to the United States. Children once conscripted into the Lord's Resistance Army, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or Revolutionary United Front, to name just a few examples, are forever prohibited from entering the United States, even if they have escaped the throes of their captors and successfully completed a US or UN-funded rehabilitation program.
The UN won’t take action without US because of US influence.

Washington Office on Africa 2003 “Child Soldiers in Uganda,” The Washington Office on Africa: An Action Alert. http://www.woaafrica.org/Child8.htm

We believe that the United States must take action to protect these children and end their use in warfare. Specifically, we urge the administration to respond with the following measures. Regarding Colombia: The 2000 Plan Colombia aid package included $2.5 million for a program to help rehabilitate former child soldiers. The USAID-funded effort has provided treatment, education and shelter to hundreds of children. Though future demand for this program could be enormous, it has received no new funding since 2000. Funding should not only be renewed, it should be increased to $5 million to reach a greater number of demobilized children in more reception centers. The United States must exert political pressure on all sides to demobilize all child soldiers and remove children from all related military or conflict activities. This includes not only guerrilla and paramilitary recruitment efforts, but also the use of children by security forces to gather information. Regarding Burma: The State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor should undertake an independent investigation into the widespread forced recruitment of children by Burma's national army. The findings of this investigation should be made available to the United Nations Security Council, which has asked the Secretary General to submit a report by October 31 regarding parties to armed conflict that recruit or use child soldiers. If forced recruitment of children by Burma's armed forces continues, the United States should urge the Security Council to consider appropriate measures, including targeted sanctions. The State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor should undertake an independent investigation into the widespread forced recruitment of children by Burma's national army. The findings of this investigation should be made available to the United Nations Security Council, which has asked the Secretary General to submit a report by October 31 regarding parties to armed conflict that recruit or use child soldiers. If forced recruitment of children by Burma's armed forces continues, the United States should urge the Security Council to consider appropriate measures, including targeted sanctions. Regarding Northern Uganda: The United States should urge the U.N. Commission on Human Rights to request the appointment of a U.N. special envoy for the abducted children in Northern Uganda. The envoy should be encouraged to conduct "shuttle diplomacy" between the LRA and the Ugandan government with the aim of securing the release of all those abducted by the LRA as children, and to seek an end to future abductions. Former abducted children, including child soldiers, require educational assistance to reintegrate into their communities. The United States should respond to the education crisis in northern Uganda by supporting the newly established Acholi Education Initiative, which will help to ensure that the young people of northern Uganda are able to constructively contribute to peace initiatives and the reconstruction of their society. The United States should take steps to ensure that its military assistance to Uganda is used to provide protection of civilians, particularly children. This should include monitoring and follow-up to ensure the military is not committing human rights abuses. The United States is in a unique position to use its considerable influence to help end the use of child soldiers. We appreciate the commitment of this administration to these concerns, and look forward to your action on the recommendations above.
