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Forced Recruitment of child soldiers is a serious violation of Human Rights and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees recognizes this.

Human Rights Watch 2002

("My Gun Was As Tall As Me": child soldiers in Burma By Human Rights Watch (Organization), Kevin Heppner, Jo Becker March 2002 p 185-186)
[image: image1.png]Finally, some former child soldiers may face persecution in Burma because:
of their membership in the particular social group of children. In guidelines
recently published by UNHCR on “membership of a particular social group,”
'UNHCR uses the following definition:

a particular social group is & group of persons who share a common
characteristic other than their Tisk of being persecuted, or who are
perceived as a group by society. The characteristic will often be one
which is innate, unchangeable, or which is otherwise fundamental to
identity, conscience o the exercise of one’s human rights**

‘This report has demonstrated that many children in Burma, including those
who are former child soldiers, are at risk of forced recruitment. As discussed
above, forced recruitment is a serious violation of human rights, and UNHCR
has recognized that serious violations of human rights constitute persecution.
As discussed previously in this report, military recruiters in Burma seek out
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Contention 1: Inherency 

1. US refuses to ethically address the issue of child soldiers 

HUGHES 2007

(ANWEN HUGHES, SENIOR COUNSEL AFFILIATION: HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST CQ  Congressional Testimony  4-24-07)
In addition, although the "terrorism" bars, due to their rampant overbreadth, have become the prime grounds for the government's exclusion arguments in cases involving refugees who have had some connection with non-governmental armed groups, they are not the only bar that can apply to  child soldiers.  As noted earlier, refugees who have engaged or assisted in the persecution of others are also barred from asylum, and with regard to this bar, trial attorneys with the Department of Homeland Security are likewise arguing that no defenses apply. And there is no statutory authority to waive application of the persecutor bar, even as a matter of unreviewable executive discretion. In any case, our experience does not suggest that such discretion, if it existed, would consistently be exercised in an appropriate way. We have a case in which DHS has for years been opposing a grant of asylum on these grounds to a young man who, as a child of 14, was forcibly conscripted into the army of the government that had previously jailed and tortured him. He was sent to the front, where, under threat of death, he was made to shoot in the direction of people in the distance who may or may not have been civilians. He does not know if he hit anyone. He does know that another child who refused to shoot was executed before his eyes, as was another child who tried to escape. The only reason the U.S. government knows any of these facts is because the young refugee described them, spontaneously and in detail, in his application for asylum. Although he has been living a peaceful and productive life in the United States ever since, he has been left to recover from the trauma of his childhood under an ongoing threat of deportation.

The failure to recognize defenses to grounds of exclusion from refugee protection is particularly tragic in the case of  child soldiers,  because it is causing our own legal system to replicate the stigmatization too many of these young people already face in their own communities. When one has to explain to an adult refugee that our government is going to see the ransom she paid for the return of her child, or the food she served to armed men who invaded her house, as a ground for denying her protection, the reaction is generally one of weary disbelief. In the case of a child, it may just be weariness. Children who are demobilized or escape from service in armed groups and try to return home often face hostility from their communities of origin, which impute to the children the worst acts of the groups of which they were part, and fail to treat them as the children they are or were. This is an understandable reaction in villages traumatized by war. But it should not be the refugee policy of the U.S. government.

B. The United States is not giving enough money for education aid in the status quo.

Bouchane 2007

Kolleen Bouchane, Global Education for All Campaign Manager, Jun 11, 2007, "U.S. Must Do More on Global Education: New Bipartisan Legislation and Other Opportunities to Get All Children Everywhere a Seat in the Classroom," 6/28/07, http://72.14.205.104/search?q=cache:Ry3p_1U0gnkJ:www.results.org/website/navdispatch.asp%3Fid%3D2713+%22Education+For+All+Act+of+2007%22&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=8&gl=us
Given the initial success and potential of this $12 million project, it’s extremely disappointing that the MCC — with billions of dollars at its disposal — isn’t funding other education programs. The failure to do more to educate all children, though, is not confined to the MCC. Some 80 million primary school age children around the world are not in school, and an annual funding gap of $10 billion must be bridged to ensure that all children receive the education they need. Donor nations — the U.S. being the richest — must step up to the challenge in order to fulfill the promise of the second Millennium Development Goal (MDG): achieving universal primary education by 2015. Last year, the United Kingdom committed $15 billion over 10 years toward achieving this goal. The UK’s $1.5 billion annual investment is three times current U.S. funding, but the U.S. economy is almost six times larger than the UK’s.

Contention 2: HARMS

1. Child soldiers are inculcated with violence- the intergenerational effects cause future militarization of society 

Wessells 2007


(Mike Wessells, professor of psychology at Randolph-Macon College in Virginia, is a former president of the Division of Peace Psychology of the American Psychological Association. He has done extensive consulting on conflict resolution and healing the wounds of war, particularly in Sierra Leone and Angola. BAS 11-21-97)
Child  soldiering violates the fundamental rights of children, exploits youth for political purposes, subjects them to slaughter and the ravages of war, and immerses them in a system that sanctions killing. And it also poses formidable security risks for others. A society that mobilizes and trains its young for war weaves violence into the fabric of life, increasing the likelihood that violence and war will be its future. Children who have been robbed of education and taught to kill often contribute to further militarization, lawlessness, and violence.

The use of  child soldiers  also threatens fragile cease-fires and blocks reconciliation and peace. Not infrequently, conflict continues at the local level even after a cease-fire has been signed.  Child soldiers  are pawns in local conflicts because they provide a ready group for recruitment by warlords, profiteers, and groups that foment political instability.
    The problem is especially severe in developing countries, in which children constitute nearly half the population and in which children are often reared in a system that mixes war, poverty, violence, hunger, environmental degradation, and political instability.

Contention 3: PLAN

The USFG should substantially increase funding for education efforts to reduce the participation of people less than 18 years of age in armed conflict in topically designated areas

Contention 4: Solvency 

1. US funding for education based rehabilitation and reintegration is essential. Action will resolve the perception that Washington condones violence

McManimon 1999

(  Shannon McManimon is the Jim Bristol Fellow in the AFSC National Youth and Militarism Program Foreign Policy in Focus 11-2-99)

The U.S. must take responsibility for the ways in which its own laws and practices foster the use of  child soldiers  and warfare against children. Congress should explore how U.S. weapons aid and training facilitate the use of  child soldiers.  Accordingly, it should monitor the entire process and investigate the end use of U.S. weapons shipments, including both weapons given as aid and arms that various government bodies have authorized for legal sale by U.S. manufacturers. This oversight is particularly important in curbing the vast illegal weapons trafficking (especially of small arms), upon which armed opposition groups rely. Additionally, U.S. aid should focus on universal access to basic education, food security, and primary health care, which are important factors in keeping children out of conflict.

    Rehabilitation and reintegration of  child soldiers  into their communities is crucial in ensuring both lasting peace and stable communities. Just as the decommissioning of arms is now seen as a crucial--though often missing--component in cease-fires and peace accords, the resettlement and reintegration of  child soldiers  and other combatants should be critical elements. Children's basic needs must be addressed, along with education and family reunification. For instance, Christian Children's Fund (CCF) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), with help from the U.S. Agency for International Development, have developed locale-specific programs to demobilize and return Angolan children home. To continue and expand this work, Congress should increase funding for the rehabilitation and reintegration of disarmed and demobilized  child soldiers.  The U.S. should also be willing to grant asylum to former  child soldiers  unable to return home and to youngsters fleeing wars or conscription.

Washington refuses to admit that the U.S. has its own  child  soldiering problem. But 17-year-olds in the U.S. armed forces are only one aspect of a greater problem: a tolerance and even glorification of violence in U.S. culture that leads many youth to engage in different types of warfare in U.S. streets and schools. What must be recognized is that this tolerance of violence is ultimately connected to Washingtons failure to condemn unequivocally all use of children as  soldiers.  Thus, this culture of violence has ramifications not only in countless U.S. communities but also for hundreds of thousands of children--especially  child soldiers --around the world. As public concern grows over youth violence, we must be sure that the efforts to end violence perpetrated by and against children extend to all the world's children.

2. Atrocity continues because we ignore it- action by the United States can end the conflict 

Akallo 2006

(GRACE GRALL AKALLO, SPOKESPERSON AFFILIATION: WORLD VISION, former child soldier, congressional Testimony 4-26-06)
   This war continues because the world ignores our plight. But this war can stop if leaders in the international community take real action to end this crisis. By action, I specifically mean three things:

   1. High-level Engagement by the US Government. Members of Congress, the Administration, and international leaders must use their political influence to pressure the Government of Sudan to stop supporting the LRA. The US must also use high-level influence to pressure the Ugandan government to end the war. Remember, more than eighty (80%) of the LRA is comprised of abducted children-young people, like myself, who were stolen in the middle of the night.

   2. US leadership in mobilizing the international community, to put global pressure on combatants to protect children and to end the conflict.
   3. Provide more resources to help people suffering because of this conflict. Although the number of rebel attacks has decreased in some areas, many of my family and friends are still living in squalid displacement camps. Those who remain in the IDPs camps continue to need significant humanitarian assistance.

   In some areas, people have begun to return to their villages, but continued protection and security against the LRA who are still at-large is critical. It will also be important for the Government of Uganda and the international community to provide returnees with adequate resettlement assistance and support in restoring and developing community infrastructure, so that people can begin to rebuild their lives.

   We also need support for more psycho-social programs that help all children living in northern Uganda, because all children in the region have been traumatized by this war: whether they have been abducted; or watched their brother, or sister, or classmate being abducted; or they are a "night commuter" and live in fear of abduction.

   If these things are done, I believe the war will end. It can end tomorrow if the world comes together to do these things. Mr. Chairman, I ask for your help and the help of others to take action to end this war, so that my sisters and brothers and all the children of northern Uganda can sleep in peace.

3. A sustained education campaign can help to heal the psychological wounds of war 

Wessells 1997

(Mike Wessells, professor of psychology at Randolph-Macon College in Virginia, is a former president of the Division of Peace Psychology of the American Psychological Association. He has done extensive consulting on conflict resolution and healing the wounds of war, particularly in Sierra Leone and Angola. BAS 11-21-97)

   The most immediate healing steps, which generally cannot be taken until after armed conflict ends, involve demobilizing everyone under the age of 18 years, reintegrating them with families and communities, and assisting them in making the transition into civilian life.

    Effective demobilization programs provide basic needs, such as food, water, shelter, and security. This is most often accomplished by locating members of the  child's  immediate or extended family and then reuniting them as soon as possible.

    To offer opportunities for healthy development and life in the community, reintegration programs often attempt to place former  child soldiers  In schools or to provide vocational training that can lead to jobs and financial conditions that mitigate against re-enlistment.

    Effective demobilization and reintegration also requires attention to psychological adjustment. Depending on their experiences, former  child   soldiers  may experience flashbacks and nightmares about traumatic events, causing difficulties in concentration that can impair judgment and performance in school. Some former  soldiers  carry heavy burdens of guilt and worry about what will happen to them.

    War-affected children may act out aggressive impulses, creating problems and continuing the spread of violence. Inability to control aggressive behavior is often a problem for children who have been reared in a system of violence, who have few skills for handling conflict nonviolently, and whose moral development may have been limited by early immersion in the military.

    It is important to heal the psychological wounds of war, to assist children in coming to terms with their experiences concerning death and violence, to reestablish daily routines that provide a sense of normalcy and continuity, and to develop values and skills of non-violent conflict resolution. Nongovermental organizations and U.N. agencies such as UNICEF have developed several effective programs for achieving these aims.

